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CARC 
Membership Meeting 

Tuesday 25 March 2025 5:30 PM 
 

The Meeting will be at 

Woodcreek Church  

3400 E. Renner Rd, Richardson TX  

(and via Zoom) 

"Diving into D-Star - A primer 

on this digital voice protocol" 

presented by Gary Golob, KU1U 

 

 

The March meeting of the Collins Amateur Radio Club will 
be held at Woodcreek Church, 3400 E. Renner Road, Rich-
ardson, on Tuesday, March 25th, beginning at 5:30pm.  Our 
meetings begin promptly at 5:30 with self-introductions, in-
cluding comments on personal accomplishments and sta-
tion/operating enhancements.  

This month's program will be presented by Cory Golub 
KU1U, entitled "Diving into D-STAR - A primer on this digital 
voice protocol". This is especially important because our re-
peater is a mixed-mode repeater allowing for FM analog 
and D-STAR. The D-STAR mode is not currently connected 
to the world-wide D-STAR network; it is local mode only. 

Cory has been involved in D-Star since 2012. He will speak 
about this digital voice mode, explain various ways to ac-
cess D-Star, and break down how it is constructed. This talk 
will guide people on how to program their radio and under-
stand how repeaters, nodes, hotspots and reflectors are set 
up. Whether you are new to the mode or need a refresher, 
this talk will help fill in the gaps. Digital Smart Technologies 

for Amateur Radio (D-STAR) was created in 2001 by the 
Japan Amateur Radio League (JARL). It is considered one 
of the three popular digital voice formats being used today, 
the others being Digital Mobile Radio (DMR) and Continu-
ous 4-Level Frequency Modulation (C4FM or System Fu-
sion).  

Cory was first licensed as an amateur radio operator in 
1995, when he was in eighth grade, as N1URA. He has had 
a long history of supporting emergency communications, 
having served as a Public Safety Telecommunicator for the 
University of Connecticut Fire Department, Lewiston-Au-
burn Communications, Maine State Police-Gray, and the 
Androscoggin Sheriff's Department. He is an Assistant Sec-
tion Manager for the ARRL Maine Section and previously 
served as a New England Assistant Director for Emergency 
Communications. Cory now works for the 9-1-1 bureau in 
Maine, having transitioned from statewide training to now 
doing technical oversight of the 9-1-1 system. His son Si-
mon, N1URA, is a General-class amateur radio operator.  

 

  

http://www.n5cxx.us/
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VE SESSIONS 

The Northeast Metro ARRL License Testing Group will 
hold testing sessions on the first Monday each month (ex-
cept holidays) at the Garland Amateur Radio clubhouse in 
downtown Garland TX, 1027B Austin St., Garland TX 
75040 beginning August 2023. Time 6-8pm. All who want 
to test for an amateur radio license are welcome. You will 
need photo ID, FRN from FCC and $15.00 correct cash. 
All forms, etc., will be provided by testing group. You can 
reserve a seat by calling Kerry Weeks at 214.478.3230 or 
email at weeks.kerry@gmail.com in advance of the test.  

Dallas tests are held on the fourth Saturday of each month 
at 1000 hrs. 13350 Floyd Rd. (Old Credit Union) Contact 
Bob West, WA8YCD 972.917.6362 

Irving tests are held on the third Saturday of each month at 
0900. Fifth and Main St. Contact Bill Revis, KF5BL 252-
8015 

McKinney VE test sessions are held at the Heard Museum 
the first Sunday of the month. The address is 1 Nature 
Place, McKinney TX. The time of the testing is 1430, ending 
no later than 1645. Note: no tests given on holiday week-
ends. 

Garland in-person testing is held on the first Saturday of 
each month and begins at 1000 sharp. Location is Freeman 
Heights Baptist. Church, 1120 N Garland Ave, Garland (be-
tween W Walnut and Buckingham Rd). Enter via the north 
driveway. A HUGE parking lot is located behind the church. 
Both the parking lot and the Fellowship Hall are located on 

the east side of the church building, with big signs by the 
entrance door. Contact Janet Crenshaw, WB9ZPH at 
972.302.9992.  *** Online video testing via Zoom is, also, 
offered on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 1900. See 
https://sites.google.com/site/wb9zph. *** 

Plano testing is on the third Saturday of each month, 1300 
hrs at Williams High School, 1717 17th St. East Plano. 
Check Repeater 147.180+ for announcements. 

Richardson The Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) VE 
team hold license testing on the third Thursday of each 
month at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church, 1220 West 
Beltline Rd.  Testing begins at 1900 hrs in room 12.  Enter 
through the Northern most door on the east side of the 
church building.  For further information contact Don Klick 
KG5CK. 972.464.2889 or E-mail rwkhamtest@gmail.com. 

S I G N A L S  is the monthly newsletter of the Collins Am-
ateur Radio Club, published by and for its members.  The 

entire contents of this newsletter are copyright © 2025 by 
the Collins Amateur Radio Club.  Permission is hereby 
granted to any not-for-profit amateur radio publication to re-
print any portion of this newsletter provided both the author 
and Collins Amateur Radio Club are credited. 

President’s Message 

 

 

 

 

Until next month, 

Mike Montgomery 
WD5TX 

Vice-President’s Report 

Five members paid renewal dues this month. Sixteen mem-
ber’s dues have expired and have been notified of such.  
We have 60 challenge coins in inventory currently. I will 
have challenge coins available for purchase at $5 each at 
the March general membership meeting.   

Membership Status: 

Current Active Memberships = 53 

Inactive Memberships = 22 

Full Members = 38 (includes life and retiree members) 

Associate Members = 15 

New/renewed Members = 5 

Members moved to Inactive Status = 0 

mailto:president@n5cxx.us
mailto:vp@n5cxx.us
mailto:secretary@n5cxx.us
mailto:treasurer@n5cxx.us
mailto:activities@n5cxx.us
file:///C:/Users/mrdux/Documents/CARC/SignalsArchives/202406%20Signals/Director@n5cxx.us
mailto:k3nt@arrl.net
mailto:newsletter@n5cxx.us
mailto:membership@n5cxx.us
mailto:webmaster@n5cxx.us
mailto:weeks.kerry@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/site/wb9zph
mailto:rwkhamtest@gmail.com
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Expired memberships awaiting renewal = 16 

Continuing membership is important to the CARC. Through 
the skills and experiences of all our members, our club pro-
vides fellowship, education, and service opportunities. If 
you have questions about your membership status or other 
membership-related questions, please contact me. Thank 
you to all of our members for your support and contributions 
to the CARC. 

73, Bill, KK5PB 

Secretary’s Report  

25 February 2025 

In the absence of President Mike Montgomery WD5TX and 
Vice President Bill Fell KK5PB, Program Chairman Frank 
Krizan KR1ZAN called the meeting to order at 1730 and 
facilitated member introductions and general discussion in 
accordance with the new meeting format recommended by 
the CARC Board. 

The meeting was in-person at our meeting site at Wood-
creek Church in Richardson, with Zoom access available. 

The following were present: 

Jim Brown   AF5MA 

Wayne Collins  KI5YOQ 

Mark Dempsky  N5MD 

Gene Duprey  K1GD 

Frank Krizan  KR1ZAN 

John McFadden  K5TIP 

Jim Skinner  WB0UNI 

Kerry Weeks  K5WKS 

Two members and our guest speaker logged in via Zoom: 

John Galvin  N5TIM 

Clarence Sebesta  K5YO 

Steven Lott Smith  KG5VK 

Recognition of Members Present, New Members and 
Guests 

All members present were asked to introduce themselves, 
highlight their activities in the past month, and participate in 
a free-form discussion on topics of interest. 

There were no guests or new members. 

Program 

At 1747 Frank Krizan introduced our guest speaker, Steven 
Lott Smith KG5VK, Section Manager of the North Texas 

Section of the ARRL, who provided his annual review and 
commentary on ARRL activities over the past year. 

Following completion of the program at 1902, Secretary Jim 
Brown AF5MA presided over the formal business meeting. 

Officer and Committee Reports 

The Vice President’s and Secretary’s reports were pub-
lished in the December 2024 CARC Newsletter; the Treas-
urer’s report is available on the Members Only page of the 
CARC website and was presented in the meeting by Treas-
urer Mark Dempsky N5MD. No clarifications or updates to 
these reports were offered at the meeting.  

Old Business 

There was no old business. 

New Business 

There was no new business. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1908. 

 

Minutes of CARC Board of Directors Meeting 

11 March 2025 

Since the quorum requirements for a formal Board meeting 
were not met, the attendees used the time to discuss a 
number of issues informally. 

The following Board members logged into the meeting:      

Jim Brown AF5MA, Secretary 

Mark Dempsky N5MD, Treasurer 

One non-voting CARC member also logged in: 
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Frank Krizan KR1ZAN 

No formal business was transacted, but the wide-ranging 
discussion was very productive, surfacing various ideas for 
future Club operations. The discussion was largely based 
on written suggestions from Frank Krizan KR1ZAN; Frank 
facilitated the exchange of ideas. 

While the recommendations put forth during the meeting do 
not require formal Board action to implement, many will 
have significant effect to meeting activities and venues. As 
such, it is expected that these recommendations will be dis-
cussed at the next Board meeting and reviewed with the 
General Membership before implementation. 

Subjects addressed included: 

Time of General Membership Meetings. Past votes by 
the Membership have indicated that the current 5:30pm 
meeting start time is preferred over alternates considered. 
It is not proposed that this be changed. Meetings (except 
as noted below) will continue to be held at 5:30pm in person 
at Woodcreek Church. The Club needs to reduce the size 
of the meeting room and greatly simplify meeting setup ac-
tivities. Elimination of Zoom availability and exclusive use 
of Zoom were discussed, but no conclusions could be 
reached. 

Structured Sequence of Meetings. The structure sug-
gested for the General Membership meetings was intended 
to simplify efforts for Club officers in light of the dwindling 
membership and lack of participation by many. It is hoped 
that a new format will increase membership enthusiasm. 

All in attendance favored a new meeting format to use on a 
quarterly basis: 

• Month One: Formal Program 

• Month Two: Elmer Night, Workshop or Show and 
Tell 

• Month Three: Dinner Meeting 

Dinner Meetings. It was suggested that the dinner meeting 
for the second quarter of 2025 be held at Spring Creek BBQ 
in Richardson. This venue has been used in the past with 
good success. The dinner generally will not include a busi-
ness meeting and program. The dinner meeting for the third 
quarter will continue to be the annual Ice Cream Social at 
Woodcreek Church. The dinner meeting for the fourth quar-
ter will continue to be the annual Christmas dinner party at 
Aboca's. 

Elmer Night / Workshop / Show and Tell. This may be a 
"build and test" night for projects presented at the previous 
month's formal program, along with other possibilities. 

RaDAR Rally. Hosting a monthly RaDAR Rally was dis-
cussed but no recommendations made. Frank Krizan will 
continue to investigate and suggest a plan at a future Board 

meeting. See https://www.radarrally.info <https://www.ra-
darrally.info/> for details of this event. 

On-Site Efforts at Collins Aerospace. Television moni-
tors have been available in the past for employee infor-
mation. The Club should plan to use these as allowed for 
Club advertising. Mike Montgomery WD5TX indicated via 
email that he expects to resume the open houses once 
again in the CARC club station. 

No one at the meeting knew the status of employee activi-
ties such as Fun Day and Popcorn Wednesdays on the Col-
lins site, but these would be additional ways to spread in-
terest in the Club. 

It was agreed that activities, events and operation of the 
club station should be the responsibility of employee mem-
bers. It is up to employees to commit to inviting and escort-
ing retirees and public into the club station for activities. 

Tech Courses. Frank Krizan and Mark Dempsky are going 
to develop a plan for a one-day tech course to be held at 
Woodcreek Church on a Saturday. If successful, the Club 
could offer such a course on a quarterly or semi-annual ba-
sis. This would be another way to promote the Club to com-
pany employees. 

Drive Home Net. It was felt that keeping the Drive Home 
net functioning was a good idea. The establishment of an 
Elmer net on selected Tuesdays following the Drive Home 
net could also be effective, especially for new hams and 
others seeking help and advice on ham topics. Frank 
agreed to develop a new strawman calendar for net activi-
ties and submit it to Board members. 

Joint operating activities with Cedar could be feasible and, 
if we can get our repeater on the D-STAR network, we could 
easily link to the Cedar Rapids D-STAR repeaters.  

Adjournment. The discussion concluded at 2042. 

Ten members of the Collins ARC attended the February 
25th Club meeting at Woodcreek Church in Richardson; 
two via Zoom.  The Club tried out its new meeting format - 
starting the meeting at 5:30pm. on the dot with the Pledge 
of Allegiance followed by individual introductions including 
descriptions of significant happenings in each person’s ham 
month. Members were asked to mention any significant 
QSOs, new equipment or software and any help they 
needed or were willing to provide. The format was well re-
ceived. The business meeting was held after the evening’s 
program. 

February is our Annual ARRL Night, and Steven Lott Smith 
KG5VK, the ARRL North Texas Section Manager, joined us 
via Zoom to give us an overview of happenings at League 

https://www.radarrally.info/
https://www.radarrally.info/
https://www.radarrally.info/
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headquarters, an update on the “HOA Friendly Amateur 
Radio Bill” re-introduced into Congress, and an update on 
significant activities and changes in the North Texas Sec-
tion. 

 

Steve is always gracious to offer a door-prize when he 
speaks. The winner of the latest publication from the ARRL 
“POTA-Parks on the Air” was Kerry Weeks K5WKS.   

 

Beginning this summer, the Brandmeister DMR network will 
no longer support certain devices with DMR IDs that begin 
with the number 1. Hams utilizing the Brandmeister network 
with affected DMR IDs are encouraged to request a new ID 
from RadioID.  

Brandmeister is requiring their users to obtain DMR IDs that 
adhere to a Mobile Country Code (MMC) standard to help 
facilitate automated process that make up the Brandmeis-
ter network. 

5-digit CAP+ IDs will stop working June 1st. 7-digit personal 
radio IDs starting with 1 will stop working January 1, 2026. 
Repeaters with 6-digit radio IDs starting with 1 will continue 
to work indefinitely. 

Source: Brandmeister March 1, 2025 

 

Life situations change, and I must regrettably announce 
that I will not be able to continue as Activities Chairman in 
2025.  

The job of Activities Chairman primarily involves arranging 
for monthly speakers for our Club meetings and 
encouraging teams to participate in operating activities. I 

have handled the job of lining up speakers since 2018 and 
won ’t be able to continue in 2025, so it is time for someone 
to step in and accept this important task. 

Programs are already lined up for most of 2025 (yes, there 
are a couple of TBDs, but I ’m waiting for confirmations from 
potential presenters). 

The sooner someone can step up and accept the job of 
Activities Chairman, the sooner I can work with that person 
in learning the ropes. It’s not that hard and is very satisfying. 

If you’d like to discuss the job with me, email me at 
frank@krizan.org or call 214-563-6679. 

CARC Community Service Activities 

Siren Testing  Dennis Cobb WA8ZBT and Jim Skinner 
WB0UNI participate in the Richardson outdoor warning si-
ren testing. The March 2025 test was conducted on 5 
March. All sirens worked flawlessly. The sirens are moni-
tored by amateur radio operators and reports made using 
the Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at 147.120 
MHz. Siren testing occasionally uses the University of 
Texas at Dallas (UTD) repeater at 145.430 MHz, as 
backup. The Garland Siren Tests were cancelled. 

Crime Watch Patrol  Jim Skinner WB0UNI participates in 
Richardson Duck Creek Crime Watch Patrol (CWP). CWP 
members, after successful completion of Richardson Police 
Department training, patrol their neighborhoods and report  

 

AMSAT has designated the recently launched HADES-R as 
Spain-OSCAR 124 (SO-124). The satellite features an FM 
repeater and is now open for amateur radio use. The uplink 
frequency is 145.925 MHz and the downlink frequency is 
436.885 MHz. SO-124 also supports APRS and FSK telem-
etry. 

At the request of AMSAT-EA, AMSAT has officially desig-
nated HADES-R as Spain-OSCAR 124 (SO-124) in recog-
nition of its contributions to amateur satellite commu-nica-
tions. This designation underscores the satellite’s role in ex-
panding access to space-based communications for the 
amateur radio community.  

AMSAT congratulates AMSAT-EA on this achievement and 
looks forward to the continued success of this and future 
projects. 

Source: AMSAT February 25, 2025 

https://news.brandmeister.network/
https://news.brandmeister.network/important-message-for-brandmeister-usa-hams-using-a-radio-id-starting-with-1/
https://radioid.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_country_code
https://news.brandmeister.network/important-message-for-brandmeister-usa-hams-using-a-radio-id-starting-with-1/
mailto:frank@krizan.org
https://www.amsat.org/ans-054-amsat-news-service-weekly-bulletins/
https://www.amsat-ea.org/
https://www.amsat.org/
https://www.amsat.org/ans-054-amsat-news-service-weekly-bulletins/
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Each week on the Collins Amateur Radio Club’s Drive 
Home Net (Tuesdays at 5:30pm on the N5CXX UHF Re-
peater), we suggest a “Core Topic” to stimulate discussion. 
Even though any topic of interest to hams is invited, some-
times there is little to discuss, so the Core Topic gives us 
all an opportunity to speak up. Here is a collection of re-
sponses to Core Topics in the past month. We invite all our 
members to take a break from 5:30 to 6 pm on Tuesdays 
and join in to share your thoughts. 

4 Mar 2025 

Core Topic: Have you ever worked an amateur radio satel-
lite? One person has worked several satellites using vari-
ous modes. The rest of the Net’s participants have not; 
however, several commented that they had observed 
someone else making a satellite QSO. It was mentioned 
that the CARC program for April will be “Getting Started 
with Amateur Radio Satellites.” So if you’ve wondered what 
it takes to try your hand at working a HamSat, come to the 
April 22nd meeting. 

11 Mar 2025 

Core Topic: Have you ever been a BCL (Broadcast Band 
Listener)? All participants reported YES. BCLing used to be 
the “gateway” into Shortwave Listening (SWLing). It was 
especially exciting to listen to local stations when they went 
off the air to hear distant stations, including DX broad-cast-
ers in foreign countries.   

18 Mar 2025 

Core Topic: Are you concerned about the dreaded SWR? 
If so, why? And what did you do about it? Virtually all par-
ticipants indicated that at one time in their “ham life” they 
had issues with SWR, mostly with radios that “folded back” 
power to protect the final amplifiers. Most new radios have 
built-in auto-tuners that compensate for a reasonable 
range.  Other comments included using high quality coax, 
ladder line, baluns and trimming end-fed and long-wires for 
minimum SWR. High SWR can occur from RF on coax 
shields, resulting in audio system interference and RF 
“bites” on the microphone or radio chassis. 

Here are the net logs for March: 

March 4 - [7] KK5PB Bill NCS; K5WKS Kerry; KR1ZAN 
Frank; W5BJ Bob; K5MWC Bill; K5MDK/m Michael; 
WB0UNI Jim; Core Topic: Have you ever worked an ama-
teur radio satellite? 

March 11 - [2] KR1ZAN Frank NCS; WB0UNI Jim; Core 
Topic: Have you ever been a BCL (Broadcast Band Lis-
tener)? 

March 18 - [8] K5MWC Bill NCS; K5WKS Kerry; KR1ZAN 
Frank; W5BJ Bob; AG5PM Rich; K5MDK/m Michael; 
KK5PB Bill; WB0UNI Jim; Core Topic: Are you concerned 
about the dreaded SWR? If so, why? And what did you do 
about it? 

March 25 - NO NET; GENERAL MEETING 

<<Mar avg=6; 3-month moving avg=6>> 

*** Complete logs for 2023, 2024 and 2025 are available 
on the n5cxx.us website. 

 

Here are the meetings we have lined up for 2025. We 
have a number of open slots in 2025, so if you’d like to 
give a presentation or have a suggestion, send your ideas 
to frank@krizan.org. 

Beginning with our April meeting, we’re switching to the 
new meeting schema of presentation on a topic/project at 
the first meeting of the quarter; then an Elmer Night and 
Workshop to build the project or help with troubleshooting, 
followed by a family dinner. The Ice Cream Social, held in 
July in previous years, will be moved to September as the 
dinner meeting. We hope you like the new format. Please 
let a club officer know your thoughts. 

Here’s the calendar for the remainder of 2025: 

Apr 22 - DigiPi - the Ham's Digital Toolbox  

May 27 - Elmer Night/Workshop for DigiPi assembly 

Jun 24 - Club Family Dinner at Spring Creek BBQ, 
Richardson 

Jun 28/29 - Field Day 

Jul 22 - TBD 

Aug 26 - Elmer Night / Workshop / Show and Tell 

Sep 23 - Ice Cream Social 

Oct 28 - TBD 

Nov 18 - Annual Meeting / Elections / Elmer Night / Show 
and Tell 

Dec 9 - CARC Christmas Dinner - Aboca's Italian Grill 

http://n5cxx.us/
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

DFW Early Traffic Net (NTS) at 6:30pm 146.88 – 
PL 110.9Hz 

Daily DFW Late Traffic Net (NTS) at 10:30pm 146.72 – 
PL 110.9Hz 

Daily Texas CW Traffic Net at 7:00pm on 3541 KHz and 
at 10pm on 3541 KHz www.k6jt.com 

Tuesdays Collins ARC Drive Home Net. 441.875 (+5) MHz, 
PL=131.5 Hz (N5CXX repeater), 5:30-6:00pm (no 
net 4th Tuesday.) 

1st Wednes-
day 

Richardson Emergency Siren Test. At noon using 
the Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at 
147.120 MHz. 

2nd 
Wednesday 

ARES North Texas HF Net Every month—3860 
KHz at 8:30 pm—9:30pm 

MARCH 

29-30 CQ WPX SSB. The WPX Contest is based on an 
award offered by CQ Magazine for working all 
prefixes. Held on the last weekend of March, the 
contest draws thousands of entries from around 
the world. Starts: 0000 UTC Saturday, Ends: 

2359 UTC Sunday. Details at 
https://www.cqwpx.com/.  

APRIL 

13 Rookie Roundup—Phone  Mission: To encour-
age newly-licensed operators to operate on the 
HF bands and experience competitive Amateur 
Radio operating. Rookies exchange information 
with as many other stations as possible on the 
80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meter HF bands. The 
event runs from 1800 UTC through 2359 UTC. 
Details at http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup. 

19-20 CQMM DX. We have an ambitious goal to 
achieve (set in 2010 to be achieved by 2025), 
which is to try to receive 2,500 LOGs. Starts: 
0000 UTC Saturday, Ends: 2359 UTC Sunday. 

Details at https://www.cqmmdx.com/.  

MAY 

24-25 CQ WPX CW. The WPX Contest is based on an 
award offered by CQ Magazine for working all 
prefixes. Held on the next-to-last weekend of 
May, the contest draws thousands of entries from 
around the world. Starts: 0000 UTC Saturday, 

Ends: 2359 UTC Sunday. Details at 
https://www.cqwpx.com/. 

 

 

  

http://www.k6jt.com/
https://www.cqwpx.com/
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
https://www.cqmmdx.com/
https://www.cqwpx.com/
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3200 E Renner Rd 

Mail Station 461-290 

Richardson, TX 75082 

 

 

 

 

 

TO: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB STATION PHONE 

TBD 

N5CXX    REPEATER 

441.875 MHz   +5 MHz Input 
131.8 Hz PL - RX and TX 

N5CXX-1  PACKET BBS  COL Node 

145.05 MHz 

N5CXX-N1, N5CXX-N2 & N5CXX-N3 HSMM-
MESHNET Nodes 2.4 GHz 

 

Membership Meeting 

Tuesday 25 March 2025 5:30 PM 

THE MEETING WILL BE AT 

Woodcreek Church Richardson TX 

NEXT SIGNALS INPUTS DEADLINE: 
➔➔➔  11 April 2025   

 

 


