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CARC 
Membership Meeting 

Tuesday 22 October 2024 5:30 PM 
 

The Meeting will be at 

Woodcreek Church Richardson TX 

(and via Zoom) 

"Why Contest?” 

Eric Silverthorne, NM5M and 

George Perkins, N5UI,              

of the DFW Contest Group 

 

The October meeting of the Collins Amateur Radio Club will 
be held on Tuesday, October 22nd, at 5:30pm at Wood-
creek Church, 3400 E. Renner Rd., Richardson.  Following 
a brief business meeting, a program entitled “Why Con-
test?” will be presented 
by Eric Silverthorne 
NM5M and George Per-
kins N5UI of the DFW 
Contest Group. 

George and Eric will dis-
cuss why we contest and 
dispel a few myths about 
contesting, inclu-ding 
that you need a BIG 
STATION to participate 
and that BIG GUNS only 
really care about working other big guns. 

They will give an over-view of the types of contests occur-
ring nowadays and how to pick one that’s best for you. And 
of course knowing which of the myriad of logging software 
apps is best for con-testing. 

George N5UI was first licensed at the age of 15, as 
WN4QBW. He is interested primarily in HF, CW and Con-
testing, although he does dabble in DMR as well as HF Dig-
ital Modes like FT8, etc.   

Professionally, George has been in the Information Tech-
nology field for his entire career, working at such OEMs as 
Sun Microsystems, Hewlett-Packard, and Oracle 
Corp. More of his background is available at           
https://www.linkedin.com/in/george-perkins-dfw/ 

Eric Silverthorn NM5M was licensed just after his 13th birth-
day in September 1976 as WN5WHR and was introduced 
to contesting in early 1978 after participating in the ARRL 
Novice Roundup. He received his current call (NM5M) in 
1983 after passing the Extra exam. Outside of contesting, 
Eric enjoys chasing DX and engaging in conversational CW 
at fairly high speeds.   

He has been a CW instructor in the CW Academy for the 
past seven years and is an active member in CW Opsa and 
FOC. He is a co-founder of the DFW Contest Group. Over 
the years Eric has operated from the following DX loca-
tions:  Eritrea, Congo DRC, 4U1ITU, China, Mexico, 
Antigua, and Galapagos.  He enjoys participating in multi-
op contesting and has operated from K5TR in Austin, 
NR5M in Houston and most recently K1TTT in New Eng-
land. 

 

Due to a scheduling conflict at the restaurant, we have 
changed our Annual Christmas Dinner Party to Tuesday, 
December 3rd - one week earlier. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The Annual Collins ARC 
Christmas Dinner Party will be held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, 2024, from 5:30 to 9pm, at Aboca’s Italian Grill, 100 
S. Central Expressway, Unit 63, Richardson.   

(Continued on page 4)  

http://www.n5cxx.us/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/george-perkins-dfw/
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VE SESSIONS 

The Northeast Metro ARRL License Testing Group will 
hold testing sessions on the first Monday each month (ex-
cept holidays) at the Garland Amateur Radio clubhouse in 
downtown Garland TX, 1027B Austin St., Garland TX 
75040 beginning August 2023. Time 6-8pm. All who want 
to test for an amateur radio license are welcome. You will 
need photo ID, FRN from FCC and $15.00 correct cash. 
All forms, etc., will be provided by testing group. You can 
reserve a seat by calling Kerry Weeks at 214.478.3230 or 
email at weeks.kerry@gmail.com in advance of the test.  

Dallas tests are held on the fourth Saturday of each month 
at 1000 hrs. 13350 Floyd Rd. (Old Credit Union) Contact 
Bob West, WA8YCD 972.917.6362 

Irving tests are held on the third Saturday of each month at 
0900. Fifth and Main St. Contact Bill Revis, KF5BL 252-
8015 

McKinney VE test sessions are held at the Heard Museum 
the first Sunday of the month. The address is 1 Nature 
Place, McKinney TX. The time of the testing is 1430, ending 
no later than 1645. Note: no tests given on holiday week-
ends. 

Garland testing is held on the fourth Thursday of each 
month, excluding November, and begins at 1930 sharp. Lo-
cation is Freeman Heights Baptist. Church, 1120 N Garland 
Ave, Garland (between W Walnut and Buckingham Rd). 
Enter via the north driveway.  A HUGE parking lot is located 
behind the church. Both the parking lot and the Fellowship 

Hall are located on the east side of the church building, with 
big signs by the entrance door. Contact Janet Crenshaw, 
WB9ZPH at 972.302.9992. 

Plano testing is on the third Saturday of each month, 1300 
hrs at Williams High School, 1717 17th St. East Plano. 
Check Repeater 147.180+ for announcements. 

Richardson The Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) VE 
team hold license testing on the third Thursday of each 
month at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church, 1220 West 
Beltline Rd.  Testing begins at 1900 hrs in room 12.  Enter 
through the Northern most door on the east side of the 
church building.  For further information contact Don Klick 
KG5CK. 972.464.2889 or E-mail rwkhamtest@gmail.com. 

S I G N A L S  is the monthly newsletter of the Collins Am-
ateur Radio Club, published by and for its members.  The 

entire contents of this newsletter are copyright © 2024 by 
the Collins Amateur Radio Club.  Permission is hereby 
granted to any not-for-profit amateur radio publication to re-
print any portion of this newsletter provided both the author 
and Collins Amateur Radio Club are credited. 

President’s Message 

Just a short message. This time of year is rather busy with 
work and youth sports. Some may know that my son is a 
senior this year and we have been busy with college visits 
and all that comes with that. High school soccer has started 
and club soccer never really ends. As this year’s end is ap-
proaching, it is time to start thinking of next year. Officer 
nominations are open for anyone who is interested. This 
past year has shown progress, and I look forward to even 
more in the coming year.   

Until next month, 

Mike Montgomery 
WD5TX 

Vice-President’s Report 

No members paid renewal dues this month or updated their 
information.  No challenge coins were purchased at the 
general membership meeting.  A challenge coin was pre-
sented to our speaker at the last general membership meet-
ing.  We have 65 challenge coins in inventory currently. I 
will have challenge coins available for purchase at $5 each 
at the October general membership meeting. I am soliciting 
officer candidates for the 2025 year. Please volunteer to run 
or recommend someone to do so. 

Membership Status: 

Current Active Memberships = 53 

Inactive Memberships = 22 

Full Members = 38 (includes life and retiree members) 

mailto:president@n5cxx.us
mailto:vp@n5cxx.us
mailto:secretary@n5cxx.us
mailto:treasurer@n5cxx.us
mailto:activities@n5cxx.us
file:///C:/Users/mrdux/Documents/CARC/SignalsArchives/202406%20Signals/Director@n5cxx.us
mailto:k3nt@arrl.net
mailto:newsletter@n5cxx.us
mailto:membership@n5cxx.us
mailto:webmaster@n5cxx.us
mailto:weeks.kerry@gmail.com
mailto:rwkhamtest@gmail.com
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Associate Members = 15 

New/renewed Members = 0 

Members moved to Inactive Status = 0 

Expired memberships awaiting renewal = 0 

Continuing membership is important to the CARC. Through 
the skills and experiences of all our members, our club pro-
vides fellowship, education, and service opportunities. If 
you have questions about your membership status or other 
membership-related questions, please contact me. Thank 
you to all of our members for your support and contributions 
to the CARC. 

73, Bill, KK5PB 

Secretary’s Report  

24 September 2024 

Vice President Bill Fell KK5PB called the meeting to order 
at 1740. The meeting was held at Woodcreek Church in 
Richardson, with Zoom access for those who could not at-
tend in person. 

The following were present at the meeting site: 

Jeff Box   WA5TCA 

Jim Brown   AF5MA 

Dennis Cobb  WA8ZBT 

Wayne Collins  KI5YOQ 

Mark Dempsky  N5MD 

Gene Duprey  K1GD 

Bill Fell   KK5PB 

Frank Krizan  KR1ZAN 

John McFadden  K5TIP 

Jim Skinner  WB0UNI 

Lonnie Webb  KG5WHQ, guest 

Kerry Weeks  K5WKS 

Jim Wilson   K5ND, presenter 

Milt Withers  AD5XD 

There were no attendees logged in via Zoom. 

Recognition of Members Present, New Members and 
Guests 

All members and guests present were asked to introduce 
themselves. There were no new members. 

Officer and Committee Reports 

The Vice President’s and Secretary’s reports were pub-
lished in the August 2024 CARC Newsletter; the Treas-
urer’s report is available on the Members Only page of the 
CARC website and was presented in the meeting. No clar-
ifications or updates to these reports were offered at the 
meeting.  

Old Business 

There was no old business. 

New Business 

There was no new business. 

Announcements 

Frank Krizan KR1ZAN reported successful testing of the 
Club 70cm repeater upgrade over multiple Drive Home Net 
sessions. FM analog audio quality was judged excellent by 
all involved. Testing of D-STAR capability was accom-
plished with a smaller group after the Net sessions com-
pleted; all tests were successful. Addition of a D-STAR 
gateway is planned for early 2025 to extend the coverage 
area. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 1755, followed by a presen-
tation titled "Magic Band Revealed” on the topic of 6-meter 
operations and DXing by Jim Wilson K5ND. 

Minutes of CARC Board of Directors Meeting 

8 October 2024 

President Mike Montgomery WD5TX began the informal 
pre-meeting workshop via Zoom at 1900. 

The following Board members logged into the meeting: 

Mike Montgomery WD5TX, President 

Bill Fell, KK5PB, Vice President 

Jim Brown AF5MA, Secretary 

Bill Swan K5MWC, Immediate Past President 

One non-voting CARC member also logged in: 

Frank Krizan KR1ZAN 

Topics discussed included: 

CARC Repeater Issues. Frank Krizan KR1ZAN re-
ported communications problems with the current re-
peater noted during recent Drive Home Net activities. 
Problems seemed to be squelch-related. No problems 
were reported with D-STAR communications. Mike 
Montgomery WD5TX noted that the duplexer was re-
placed with a backup unit last weekend to allow refur-
bishment and adjustment of the unit that was removed. 
It is probable that problems noted were related to the 
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duplexer substitution; restoration of the original du-
plexer to service and extensive testing are planned for 
the near future. 

Christmas Party Date Change. Frank Krizan re-
ported that the original date for the CARC Christmas 
Dinner was unworkable due to restaurant conflicts dur-
ing the busy holiday season. The Board agreed to re-
schedule the dinner to December 3rd at 5:30pm. 

Christmas Dinner Door Prizes. The Board agreed 
that door prizes should be awarded as in previous 
years. A motion was formulated to fund $200 in prizes. 
The formal vote on the motion was deferred to the for-
mal Board meeting as documented below. 

ARRL Club Grants. Frank Krizan advised that the 
ARRL would soon be accepting requests for club pro-
ject funding in 2025. An open discussion addressed 
whether the CARC should request funding and, if so, 
what projects would be appropriate candidates for 
submission. Three candidates were offered initially: 

1. Establish a radio station at Camp Whispering Ce-
dars in southwest Dallas and provide training in 
support of earning the Girl Scout Radio Badge. 

2. Purchase, install and maintain radio repeaters for 
Boy Scout camps in Dallas, Possum Kingdom, 
Athens and Texoma, all linked by Internet. This 
would support training, demonstrations, emer-
gency communications, inter-camp communica-
tions and other events. 

3. Purchase a trailer to accommodate storage and 
facilitate usage of existing CARC communications 
assets. This trailer would include air conditioning, 
lighting, tables and chairs, and sink and toilet fa-
cilities. The trailer would be accessible to all CARC 
members and support participation in Field Day, 
POTA and Scout training functions. 

President Mike Montgomery suggested that the dis-
cussion remain an open topic for further discussion at 
future meetings. 

Nomination of Officers. Election of officers to lead 
the CARC in the upcoming year was discussed. It was 
agreed that Board members would seek candidates 
for review and nomination at the November Board 
meeting. Election of officers will occur at the Novem-
ber Annual Meeting. 

Integration of CARC D-STAR Capability. It was pro-
posed that a committee be formed to complete the ex-
isting D-STAR implementation onto the D-STAR Net-
work and to investigate integration with Echolink/All-
star. Frank Krizan volunteered to explore implementa-
tions at other Collins Aerospace club sites to learn best 

practices. This will be discussed further at a subse-
quent meeting. 

Disposition of Old Club Equipment and Data. It was 
agreed by the Board that obsolete equipment and data 
items (QST CDs among other things) could be given 
away to interested members. This would be accom-
plished over time at multiple meetings. Mike Montgom-
ery agreed to make an initial list of such items for trans-
mission to the membership before the next general 
meeting. 

Winter Field Day. It was agreed by the Board that the 
CARC will plan to participate in the January 2025 Win-
ter Field Day. Options for use of a trailer or RV to facil-
itate participation by members without Collins Aero-
space access were discussed, but no decisions made. 
Discussion will continue at the next Board meeting. 

Formal Board Meeting. A formal Board meeting was de-
clared at 2032 to act on the earlier proposal to fund Christ-
mas Dinner door prizes. 

“It is moved that a $200 expenditure be approved for 
purchase of CARC Christmas Dinner 2024 door 
prizes.” This was moved by Bill Fell and seconded by 
Bill Swan; approval was unanimous. 

The formal meeting was adjourned at 2033. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Seating begins at 5:30, with meal orders beginning at 6pm.  
As traditional, we will all be ordering off the regular menu.  
Everyone is responsible for their own 
bill and gratuity. 

Reservations will be requested dur-
ing November via email and at the 
November Club meeting.  

We will once again have some nice 
door prizes for members in attendance. This is a great way 
to enjoy some excellent food and fellowship, get to know 
your fellow Club members better and allow spouses and 
prospective members to get acquainted.   

 

… an argument for contesting 

Most people today would be hard pressed to imagine that 
a cell phone is actually a radio. With the help of powerful 
error correction algorithms, noise cancellation and precise 
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real-time transmit power control, the big antennas on cell 
phones are a thing of the past and we take for granted that 
the devices just work. 

But on the fringes of reception, most people don't have a 
clue how to maximize the signal-to-noise ratio of their pre-
cious phones to keep their signals from dropping out. Their 
only recourse is to repeat over and over that you’re drop-
ping out or garbled. 

During natural disasters, such as the two back-to-back hur-
ricanes that have recently plagued Florida, most of the in-
frastructure and communications are knocked out. Amateur 
radio operators are able to quickly set up critical communi-
cations during the disaster relief ops. Amateur Radio con-
testing is unique in teaching operators what works and what 
does not. Working weak signals without the benefit of error 
correction algorithms makes obvious the physical realities.  

It points out the limits of a link budget and also provides a 
sense of personal accomplishment in digging weak mes-
sages out. While keeping up with new modulation tech-
niques and applying them is important, it is equally im-
portant to be firmly grounded in the fundamentals. When 
conditions deteriorate, having the skills to communicate 
with lower levels of automation is paramount. 

[This article first appeared in October 2024 SIGNALS, 
the newsletter of the Collins Amateur Radio Club of Ce-
dar Rapids - used with implied permission] 

 

Twelve members and two guests attended the Collins ARC 
meeting on September 24th. Bill Fell KK5PB (VP) stood in 
for President Mike Montgomery WD5TX who was unable to 
attend. 

 

Following a brief business meeting, Jim Wilson K5ND pre-
sented an excellent program on “6 Meters - the Magic Band 
Revealed,” In his presentation, Jim discussed the un-
knowns that produce excellent propagation on 6 meters 

and what the ham needs in the way of equipment, software 
and antennas to be successful on the Magic Band. 

 

Jim hosts a website on which he offers free books, articles 
and presentations about 6 meters and several other topics 
he enjoys participating in.  Check him out at k5nd.net.  

A PDF of Jim’s presentation is available on the n5cxx.us 
website. The presentation slides include references to sev-
eral other websites with useful resources and tools. 

 

Frank Krizan KR1ZAN, CARC Activities Chairman, presen-
ted Jim with a Collins ARC Challenge Coin as a memento 
of his visit and program to our Club. 

http://k5nd.org/
http://n5cxx.us/
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Antenna radiation pattern using WSPR 

       by Mike Weir, VE9KK 

(This article used with implied permission from the author) 

In a previous post, I mentioned I had purchased a Zachtek 
WSPR desktop transmitter.  

I found a great site one can use to go over the data col-
lected regarding your WSPR transmissions. The site is 
called Grafana GUI and can be accessed at the WSPR live 
site.  

The Grafana dashboard gives you information on solar 
weather from five minutes to one year. Station-specific in-
formation includes the antenna radiation pattern, spot data 
per band and time, and a map of where your signal is heard. 
Finally, it can be used for receiving and transmitting signals.  

I use the TX data as I do not yet have a stand-alone WSPR 
receiver. There is a ton of information you can gather; my 
advice is to visit the site and look around. I ran my WSPR 
transmitter for almost 24 hours, and below I have included 
the Kp index for that time period as well as the antenna ra-
diation pattern of my Hustler 4BTV. 

Click on all pictures to enlarge.*** 

***To see Mike’s blog article and the pictures he refer-
ences in his article, go to: 

https://ve9kk.blogspot.com/2024/10/antenna-radiation-
pattern-using-wspr.html 

Comments from Frank Krizan KR1ZAN: 

You may remember that Jim Stafford W5DTG and I ran 
some WSPR tests on the Force 12 Beam installed at the 
Garland ARC Communications Center on Austin St. in Gar-
land. The results of those tests were discussed in a presen-
tation given to the Garland and Collins clubs.   

The WSPR Live site is a bit difficult to navigate, so here’s 
the link to the Grafana Dashboard that I used to investigate 
the K5QHD tests.   

Here's the site I went to and played around with: 

https://wspr.live/gui/d/kHpCcARnz/radiation-pattern?or-
gId=1&var-sign=K5QHD&var-mode=tx&var-band=14&var-
points=8&var-notmode=rx&var-azmode=&from=now-
2y&to=now&refresh=auto  

Replace the call and date range with your own call, if you 
transmit WSPR, or use another station’s call that you find 
on the WSPRNet site.   

 

I used the Grafana tool to display the interpreted radiation 
pattern based on the historical data which the system had 
retained and here are the results. The central power of the 
beam appears to be influenced by the metal roof on the                  
Communications Center, as well as the power lines nearby. 

 

 

https://ve9kk.blogspot.com/2024/09/new-wspr-transmitter.html
https://www.zachtek.com/1012
https://www.zachtek.com/1012
https://wspr.live/
https://wspr.live/
https://ve9kk.blogspot.com/2024/10/antenna-radiation-pattern-using-wspr.html
https://ve9kk.blogspot.com/2024/10/antenna-radiation-pattern-using-wspr.html
https://wspr.live/gui/d/kHpCcARnz/radiation-pattern?orgId=1&var-sign=K5QHD&var-mode=tx&var-band=14&var-points=8&var-notmode=rx&var-azmode=&from=now-2y&to=now&refresh=auto
https://wspr.live/gui/d/kHpCcARnz/radiation-pattern?orgId=1&var-sign=K5QHD&var-mode=tx&var-band=14&var-points=8&var-notmode=rx&var-azmode=&from=now-2y&to=now&refresh=auto
https://wspr.live/gui/d/kHpCcARnz/radiation-pattern?orgId=1&var-sign=K5QHD&var-mode=tx&var-band=14&var-points=8&var-notmode=rx&var-azmode=&from=now-2y&to=now&refresh=auto
https://wspr.live/gui/d/kHpCcARnz/radiation-pattern?orgId=1&var-sign=K5QHD&var-mode=tx&var-band=14&var-points=8&var-notmode=rx&var-azmode=&from=now-2y&to=now&refresh=auto
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For those members working on Club projects, events or ac-
tivities, a check request form for reimbursement of expend-
itures or for funding advancements is now available in the 
Members Only section of the n5cxx.us website. The form is 
entitled “Collins ARC Check Request Form.” It is located in 
the “Business” table near the top of the section. 

The Club Treasurer requests that this form be used for 
standardizing funding / reimbursement requests. Questions 
about any part of the form should be addressed to treas-
urer@n5cxx.us 

If you don’t know the access codes for the Members Only 
section, contact the webmaster at webmaster@n5cxx.us.  

Search Is On for a New Activities Chairman 

Life situations change, and I must regrettably announce 
that I will not be able to continue as Activities Chairman be-
ginning in 2025.   

The job of Activities Chairman primarily involves arranging 
for monthly speakers for our Club meetings and encourag-
ing teams to participate in operating activities. I have han-
dled the job of lining up speakers since 2018 and won’t be 
able to beginning in early 2025, so it is time for someone to 
step in and accept this important task. 

Programs are already lined up for 2024 (yes, there are a 
couple of TBDs, but I’m waiting for confirmations from po-
tential presenters). By the time we get to 2025, half or more 
of the months will be lined up, too.   

The sooner someone can step up and accept the job of Ac-
tivities Chairman, the sooner I can work with that person in 
learning the ropes.  It’s not that hard and is very satisfying. 

If you’d like to discuss the job with me, email me at 
frank@krizan.org or call 214-563-6679. 

CARC Community Service Activities 

Siren Testing  Dennis Cobb WA8ZBT and Jim Skinner 
WB0UNI participate in the Richardson outdoor warning si-
ren testing. The October 2024 test was conducted on 2 Oc-
tober. All sirens were fully functional. The sirens are moni-
tored by amateur radio operators and reports made using 
the Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at 147.120 
MHz. Siren testing occasionally uses the University of 
Texas at Dallas (UTD) repeater at 145.430 MHz, as 
backup. Frank Krizan, KR1ZAN, participated in the Garland 
Outdoor Siren Test on Wednesday, October 2nd.  The Gar-
land Siren Tests are conducted on the K5QHD 146.66 MHz 
repeater. 

Crime Watch Patrol  Jim Skinner WB0UNI participates in 
Richardson Duck Creek Crime Watch Patrol (CWP). CWP 
members, after successful completion of Richardson Police 
Department training, patrol their neighborhoods and report  

Here are the meetings we have lined up for the rest of 2024 
and for a couple of months in 2025. We have several open 
slots in 2025, so if you’d like to give a presentation or have 
a suggestion, send your ideas to frank@krizan.org. 

Nov 19 - Annual Meeting/Elections & "Is D-Star Proprietary" 
- Cory Golob, KU1U 

Dec 03 - CARC Christmas Dinner - Aboca's Italian Grill   
***** NOTE THE DATE CHANGE ***** 

And, we’re set for a couple of months in 2025: 

Jan 28 - Show and Tell Night 

Feb 25 - ARRL Night 

Mar 26 - TBD 

2024 RaDAR Rally Registration 

Registration is Open for the Nov 2nd, 2024 RaDAR Rally 

RaDAR is Rapid Deployment Amateur Radio conceived by 
Eddie Leighton ZS6BNE.RaDAR encourages outdoor op-
erating with a unique challenge: Make five contacts and re-
deploy as fast as possible in four hours.  

The RaDAR Challenge has become the RaDAR Rally with 
some rule tweaks. Please take a look at the complete rules 
https://www.radarrally.info/p/radar-rally-rules.html. If you 
are interested, please make your plans and register. 

Registration will facilitate RaDAR-to-RaDAR contacts. 
Email your registration info below to the RaDAR Rally POC, 
Greg Lane, at lanekg@gmail.com. I'll accept registrations 
through Nov 1st UTC. If your plans change, send me an 
update. This is not a contest; it is just for fun! Check out 
this intro video and the November 2024 roster here. 

Registration info includes: 

Name 

Call 

Day (Sat or Sun) 

Venue 

Start UTC 

Conveyances 

Bands 

Modes 

http://n5cxx.us/
mailto:treasurer@n5cxx.us
mailto:treasurer@n5cxx.us
mailto:webmaster@n5cxx.us
mailto:frank@krizan.org
https://www.radarrally.info/p/radar-rally-rules.html
file:///C:/Users/JHB/Desktop/lanekg@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/moHlgtAkkJ0?si=oqpudWG-o7VwDg2O
https://www.radarrally.info/p/spring-2024-roster.html
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QRP (Y or N) 

Spotting method (optional) 

Good luck, 
Greg N4KGL 

(Forwarded by Frank Krizan KR1ZAN from Greg Lane 
N4KGL) 

CARC Repeater D-STAR Tests Continue 
Through October 

Hi everyone, 

If you have a D-STAR radio, we invite you to join us on 
Tuesday evenings at 6 pm for a quick test of the new CARC 
D-STAR repeater. We anticipate making a few adjustments 
in repeater settings and would appreciate a few test signals 
to verify performance and coverage. 

Our repeater operates in Mixed Mode - FM Analog and D-
STAR. Our Drive Home Net operates from 5:30 pm to 6 pm 
in traditional FM Analog. Join us there if you have time. This 
will also allow to compare performance between the two 
modes. 

The Drive Home Net operates every Tuesday except for the 
4th Tuesday, which is our monthly meeting night. The D-
STAR tests continue after the Drive Home Nets through Oc-
tober, with no tests on the 4th Tuesday. 

FM Analog settings: 

441.875 MHz, PLUS OFFSET (5 MHz), PL=131.8 Hz 

D-STAR settings: 

441.875 MHz, PLUS OFFSET (5 MHz) -- DR mode 

Set for Local Mode -- CQCQCQ 

Set RPT1 as N5CXX..B (replace periods with spaces) 

RPT2 is NOT USED; some radios or software require 
something in this field, so use N5CXX..B or N5CXX..G 
(again, replace the periods with spaces) 

The N5CXX D-STAR repeater operates only in local mode 
at this time. There is no Gateway. We hope to have a con-
nection to the D-STAR network in early 2025. 

73, Frank Krizan KR1ZAN 

 

Excerpt from Jack, W5TFB’s Book- 

Jack W5TFB’s book excerpt skipped this issue  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Daily DFW Early Traffic Net (NTS) at 6:30pm 146.88 – 

PL 110.9Hz 

Daily DFW Late Traffic Net (NTS) at 10:30pm 146.72 – 
PL 110.9Hz 

Daily Texas CW Traffic Net at 7:00pm on 3541 KHz and 

at 10pm on 3541 KHz www.k6jt.com 

Tuesdays Collins ARC Drive Home Net. 442.8 (+5) MHz, 
PL=110.9 Hz (K5QHD repeater), 5:30-6:00pm (no 
net 4th Tuesday.) 

1st Wednes-
day 

Richardson Emergency Siren Test. At noon using 
the Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at 
147.120 MHz. 

2nd 
Wednesday 

ARES North Texas HF Net Every month—3860 
KHz at 8:30 pm—9:30pm 

OCTOBER 

19-20 EME - 50 to 1296 MHz—Work as many amateur 
stations as possible via earth-moon-earth path 

on authorized frequencies above 50 MHz. 0000 
UTC Saturday through 2359 UTC Sunday). De-
tails at http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest. 

21-25 School Club Roundup—Objective: To ex-
change QSO information with club stations that 
are part of an elementary, middle, high school or 
college. A station may operate no more than 6 
hours in a 24-hour period. Details at 
http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup 

26-27 CQWW-SSB— OBJECTIVE: For amateurs 
around the world to contact as many other ama-
teurs in as many CQ zones and countries as pos-
sible. 00:00:00 UTC Saturday to 23:59:59 UTC 
Sunday. Six bands only: 1.8, 3.5, 7, 14, 21 and 
28 MHz. Details at https://cqww.com/rules.htm.  

NOVEMBER 

2-4 Nov. Sweepstakes – CW--Stations in the U S 
and Canada  exchange QSONovemberSweep-
stakesLogo.jpg information with as many other 
US and Canadian stations as possible on 160, 
80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meter bands.. Details at 
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes. 

16-17 EME - 50 to 1296 MHz—Work as many amateur 
stations as possible via earth-moon-earth path 

on authorized frequencies above 50 MHz. 0000 
UTC Saturday through 2359 UTC Sunday). De-
tails at http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest. 

16-18 Nov. Sweepstakes – Phone—Stations in the 
US and Canada exchange QSONovember-
SweepstakesLogo.jpg information with as many 
other US and Canadian stations as possible. De-
tails at http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes 

  

http://www.k6jt.com/
http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup
https://cqww.com/rules.htm
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
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In a joint statement on Oct. 15th, NASA and NOAA an-
nounced that Solar Maximum is underway  
(https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/joint-solar-maximum-
announcement-nasa-and-noaa). If you saw last week's ge-
omagnetic storm, you probably reached the same conclu-
sion. Good news: Solar Max is not a narrow moment in 
time; it is a lengthy phase of solar activity that can last for 2 
or 3 years. 

More aurora outbursts (https://spaceweathergallery2.com/ 
indiv_upload.php?upload_id=215375) are likely in 2024 
and 2025. Listen to the press conference here 
(https://spaceweather.com/983 Watt Hours). 

(This article courtesy Space Weather News -
spaceweather.com - for Oct. 18, 2024)  

 

 

 

https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/joint-solar-maximum-announcement-nasa-and-noaa
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/joint-solar-maximum-announcement-nasa-and-noaa
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/joint-solar-maximum-announcement-nasa-and-noaa
https://spaceweathergallery2.com/indiv_upload.php?upload_id=215375
https://spaceweathergallery2.com/%20indiv_upload.php?upload_id=215375
https://spaceweathergallery2.com/%20indiv_upload.php?upload_id=215375
https://spaceweather.com/983%20Watt%20Hours
http://spaceweather.com/
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3200 E Renner Rd 

Mail Station 461-290 

Richardson, TX 75082 
 

 

 

 

 

TO: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB STATION PHONE 

TBD 

N5CXX    REPEATER 

441.875 MHz   +5 MHz Input 
131.8 Hz PL - RX and TX 

N5CXX-1  PACKET BBS  COL Node 

145.05 MHz 

N5CXX-N1, N5CXX-N2 & N5CXX-N3 HSMM-
MESHNET Nodes 2.4 GHz 

 

Membership Meeting 

Tuesday 22 October 2024 5:30 PM 

THE MEETING WILL BE AT 

Woodcreek Church Richardson TX 

NEXT SIGNALS INPUTS DEADLINE: 
➔➔➔  01 November 2024   

 

 


