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1700 Social          1730 Meeting 
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Methodist Richardson Medical Center 
At Bush/Renner/Shiloh Intersection 
Second Floor Conference Room 200 

 
Subject:  

TBA—Come and See! 

Local Club News 
Meeting Notice  The program for the June meeting 
was not finalized at Signals publication time, but as always, 
it will certainly be interesting and informative. 
 
FIFI “ Radio Operator Dedication 
The radio operator position in "FIFI" will be dedicated as 
the "Smith-Erwin Memorial Radio Operator Position" during 
a ceremony that will commence at approximately  11:30 
June 30th, at the "FIFI" hangar in Addison.  Our guests of 
honor for this event are Henry "Hank" Erwin Jr., son of 
"Red" Erwin and Clyde Hussey, B-29 radio operator who 
participated in The Last Mission and personal friend of the 
late Jim B. Smith.  Both of the guests will speak at this 
event. 

Smith-Erwin 
We selected two important B-29 radio operators to honor 
all B-29 radio men and remember the specific contributions 
both of these radio men made to society.  Jim B. Smith 
was a B-29 radio operator in the Pacific Theater.  In his 
book, The Last Mission, Smith and his co-author document 
the important but little-known historical events that tran-
spired between August 9, 1945 (the atomic bombing of 

Nagasaki) and August 15th, 1945 (Japan's unconditional 
surrender).  Contrary to traditional perceptions, the ending 
of WWII was not a "done deal" on August 9th, and nearly 
didn't happen on August 15th.  The facts of the historical 
timeline documented by Smith and his Japanese counter-
parts have the power to change the tone of debate that lin-
gers to this day concerning decisions made by the US mili-
tary leaders and POTUS in July and August of 1945. 

Henry "Red" Erwin was awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
heroic actions during a routine bombing mission on April 
12, 1945.  His Medal of Honor citation reads: 

He was the radio operator of a B-29 airplane leading a group 
formation to attack Koriyama, Japan. He was charged with 
the additional duty of dropping phosphoresce smoke bombs 
to aid in assembling the group when the launching point was 
reached. Upon entering the assembly area, aircraft fire and 
enemy fighter opposition was encountered. Among the phos-
phoresce bombs launched by S/Sgt. Erwin, one proved 
faulty, exploding in the launching chute, and shot back into 
the interior of the aircraft, striking him in the face. The burn-
ing phosphoresce obliterated his nose and completely 
blinded him. Smoke filled the plane, obscuring the vision of 
the pilot. S/Sgt. Erwin realized that the aircraft and crew 
would be lost if the burning bomb remained in the plane. 
Without regard for his own safety, he picked it up and feeling 
his way, instinctively, crawled around the gun turret and 
headed for the copilot's window. He found the navigator's ta-
ble obstructing his passage. Grasping the burning bomb be-
tween his forearm and body, he unleashed the spring lock 
and raised the table. Struggling through the narrow passage 
he stumbled forward into the smoke-filled pilot's compart-
ment. Groping with his burning hands, he located the win-
dow and threw the bomb out. Completely aflame, he fell 
back upon the floor. The smoke cleared, the pilot, at 300 
feet, pulled the plane out of its dive. S/Sgt. Erwin's gallantry 
and heroism above and beyond the call of duty saved the 
lives of his comrades. 

For the general public, we suggest arriving at the Cave-
naugh Flight Museum no later than 10:30 to have time to 
enjoy the museum and catch the shuttle across the field. 

"FIFI" is scheduled to fly at 10:00-11:00 prior to the dedica-
tions ceremony and in the afternoon at 3PM. Be sure to 
see the flyer starting on page 9 of this newsletter. 
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RCARC OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT   VICE-PRESIDENT
Michael Ketchum K5MDK  IRA Blum K5IRA
972.408.6573   903-364-5732 
k5mdk@arrl.net  iblum1@yahoo.com  

SECRETARY  TREASURER 
Mike Schmit WA9WCC  Andrew Robinson  K5VRA
972.705.1394  972.705.1467 
maschmi2@rockwellcollins.com  avrobins@rockwellcollins.com 

ACTIVITIES CHAIR-  WEBSITE MANAGER
Paul Veenstra KC0TEG  Wayne Hughes WA0TGH
972-705-1426   972.705.1406 461-258
peveenstra@gmail.com  wa0tgh@arrl.net  

STATION TRUSTEE  NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Steve Phillips K6JT  Jim Skinner WB0UNI
972.517.3332   214.535.5264 
k6jt@arrl.net  wb0uni@arrl.net 

DATABASE MGR  W5ROK CLUB STATION
Joe Wolf N5UIC  972.705.1349
972.705.1388   461-290 
n5uic@arrl.net   
 

VE SESSIONS 
Dallas tests are held 4th Sat of each month at 10:00. 13350 Floyd 
Rd. (Old Credit Union) Contact Bob West, WA8YCD 
972.917.6362 

Irving tests are held 3rd Sat. of each month at 09:00. 5th and Main 
St. Contact Bill Revis, KF5BL 252-8015 

McKinney VE test sessions are held at the Heard Museum the 
first Sunday of the month. The address is 1 Nature Place, McKin-
ney TX. The time of the testing is 14:30, ending no later than 
16:45. Note: no tests given on holiday weekends. 

Garland testing is held on the fourth Thursday of each month, 
excluding November, and begins at 1930 sharp. Location is 
Freeman Heights Baptist. Church, 1120 N Garland Ave, Garland 
(between W Walnut and Buckingham Rd). Enter via the north 
driveway.  A HUGE parking lot is located behind the church. Both 
the parking lot and the Fellowship Hall are located on the east 
side of the church building, with big signs by the entrance door. 
Contact Janet Crenshaw, WB9ZPH, 972.302.9992. 

Plano testing is on the third Saturday of each month, 1300 hrs at 
Williams High School, 1717 17th St. East Plano. Check Repeater 
147.180+ for announcements. 

Greenville testing is on the Saturday after 3rd Thursday, 1000 hrs 
at site TBA, contact N5KA, 903.364.5306.  Sponsor is Sabine 
Valley ARA.  Repeater 146.780(-) with 118.8 tone. 

S I G N A L S  is the monthly newsletter of the Rockwell Collins 
Amateur Radio Club, published by and for its members.  The en-
tire contents of this newsletter are copyright  2012 by the Rock-
well Collins Amateur Radio Club.  Permission is hereby granted to 
any not for profit Amateur Radio Publication to reprint any portion 
of this newsletter provided both the author and Rockwell Collins 
Amateur Radio Club are credited. 

President’s Message 
Ham-Com  Ham-com is a highlight of the year, not only for 
being one of the larger ham festivals in the region, but also 
because it is located in our own neighborhood.  This year, the 
club purchased a table for the purpose of using it for surplus 
sales.  However, we had to curtail that activity as planned.  In-
stead, a couple of members expressed interest in using the 
table.  Thanks to Joe Wolf – N5UIC for taking care of the table 
and managing it in my absence.   
 
Field Day was one of the high profile activities this last 
month  As Field Day approached, we had made ample oppor-
tunities for members to organize, as in years past.  However, 
the desire of the club was to try a minimal approach.  Those 
who expressed interest in operating Field Day were able to 
organize a “back to the basics” field day, which included some 
of the wonderful tools we had before, but with less work and 
effort.  This year, it was decided to do a 2E class.  This al-
lowed for less electrical considerations and the effort to move 
a third station out to the hallway.  Instead, all three stations 
were used, just two at a time.  This approach worked out well, 
provided we took our conversations just outside of the shack.  
We had good interest and participation by those who ex-
pressed interest.  The bottom line here is that those who 
wanted to operate got to operate.  If you were thinking about 
it, I’m sorry you missed out.  It was a lot of fun.   
 
For me, personally, I got to learn a few things from Steve Phil-
lips – K6JT, who worked with me on CW.  He copied and 
logged, while I sent.  It was a memory for me, I’ll never forget.  
Thanks to Steve for working with me.  After Steve left, after 
many hours of operating himself, I stayed on till 8am working 
the over-night shift, where I racked up a few more CW QSOs 
and more Phone points.  I can’t wait to see what our score is.  
There will be an article put together, at a later time, with more 
details of what worked and what did not at this year’s Field 
Day.  Thanks to everyone who participated and thanks to our 
Activities Manager, Paul Veenstra – KC0TEG, for some ad-
ministration and communications work for this event.  Also, 
thanks to Bob square: Bob Kirby – K3NT, and Bob Diepen-
brock – KC4UAI, for their setup efforts.  Also thanks to Joe 
Wolf – N5UIC, for making arrangements for the power genera-
tor and gas from our facilities team.   
 
Looking forward  As we head into the summer months, I 
hope everyone stays cool.  We’re expecting a lot of triple-digit 
temperatures this week and I am praying our air conditioner 
will hold on for yet another year without too many repairs.  In-
stead of going outside and melting, it’s time to use that 
equipment you spent all spring setting up for.  I also hope eve-
ryone gets to do what they love in this hobby – Ham Radio.  
Whatever your interests, everyone can find something that in-
terests them in this wonderful hobby.    
 
73, 
Michael Ketchum 
K5MDK  
RCARC President 
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Secretary's Report  
24 May 2012 
The meeting was called to order by President Michael 
Ketchum at 5:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
The following attendees were present at the meeting: 
 
Dennis Cobb  WA8ZBT 
Dwayne Harris   AF5BJ 
Al Helfrick  K2BLA 
Michael Ketchum K5MDK 
Doug Kilgore  KD5OUG 
Bob Kirby  K3NT 
John McFadden  K5TIP 
Andrew Robinson K5VRA 
Mike Schmit  WA9WCC 
Hugh Stevens  KF5PLL 
Richard Strnad  AA6DV 
Paul Veenstra  KC0TEG 
Joe Wolf  N5UIC 
 
Officers and Committee Reports: 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Andrew Robinson, K5VRA, 
reported submitting FY-2013 funding request on May 3. On 
May 11 the club received its funding for FY-2012. Club 
treasurer’s report in the future will be on Team Space. 
 
Activities Report: Paul Veenstra, KC0TEG, reported on the 
status of excess material. 
 
CAF Restoration: Bob Kirby, K3NT, reported on the B-29 
and B-24 radio installations. 

• Both aircraft are on an east coast tour. 
• Loney Duncan, W0GZV, is working an issue with 

the ART 13 microphone. 
• There will be an opportunity to operate the radio on 

the B-29 aircraft as a special event on June 30. 
The event will commemorate the radio operators, 
especially Red Irwin (SK) who saved his aircraft by 
removing a burning flair with his bare hands. 

• Another radio operator to be honored, Clyde 
Hussey, will also attend. 

 
Old Business: 
Surplus Materials: The club decided to hold the surplus 
sale on Wednesday through Friday, May 30, 31 and June 1 
at the club storage area. 
 
Field Day:  Bob Kirby suggested a casual GOTA station for 
Field Day. 
 
Information Net: The club decided to discontinue the infor-
mation net due to few check-ins. 
 
Wild Ride: Doug, KD5OUG, thanked the club for participat-
ing in the Richardson Wild Ride. 
 

New Business: 
There was no New Business. 
 
Adjournment:  
The meeting closed at 6:05pm. 
 
Program: 
The program was “EME Communicating Using the World’s 
First Satellite” By Dr. Al Helfrick, K2BLA. 
 
 
 

Shake   Hands   With   the   "R. I." 
The Problems, Pleasures, Tribulations, and Experi-
ences of the Department of Commerce Radio In-
spector--What Happened During the Years of Ra-

dio Growing Pains 
 

BY HOWARD S. PYLE 
 
      DEAR SIR: 

   I still can obtain no satisfaction from your office in clear-
ing up the radio situation in Podunk. The amateur nui-
sance is unbearable, and we demand some relief. We 
urge you to send a man immediately to investigate. You 
say it is 'ships.' This is preposterous, as reference to your 
map will show our city to be located twenty miles from 
the ocean--there are no ships in Podunk. 
        Yours truly, 
            GEORGE SMITH.  

 
A PLEASANT start for a rather doubtful day, is it not? Yet 
this is what the heavy-eyed Radio Supervisor of your dis-
trict is confronted with as he wearily takes his place at his 
desk to commence the daily grind. He comes to his office, 
not refreshed by a restful night's sleep, but dog-tired from a 
four or five hour vigil the night before, checking the fre-
quencies of the various stations within range of his sensi-
tive receiver. Not once in a while but every night, does he 
do this; not occasionally does he receive an irritating com-
munication such as opens this article, but he gets numbers 
of them daily. And you, in the comfort of your fireside, 
complain bitterly at a few annoying splashes of static or an 
occasional ship transmittal which interferes with your 
pleasure. Maybe you write your district supervisor, de-
manding some immediate action, and then grumble at the 
inefficiency of Governmental services if an inspector does 
not appear at your home the following evening ready to 
devote his entire evening to your interests. Suppose you 
pick a comfortable chair, get a fresh cigar and read on--
meet your District Supervisor and his radio inspectors. An 
insight into the workings of the Radio Inspection Service of 
the United States Department of Commerce will give you a 
new respect for the men who are laboring many hours a 
day that your evening's pleasure may be uninterrupted. 
    In 1912, radio communication was limited to communi-
cation to and from vessels on the Great Lakes and on the 
high seas, and between a few points on land. A number of 
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companies controlled this service. When the rapid increase 
in radio stations came, petty controversies often came up 
between operators, and in numerous cases these original 
small arguments grew into serious affairs. A ship of one 
company, for example, refused to handle business with a 
ship or shore station of a rival organization. Worse, efforts 
were often made so to interfere with a competitor's opera-
tions to prevent his handling legitimate traffic. 
 
 

 
THE RADIO INSPECTOR AT WORK 

 
Emery H. Lee, one of the radio inspectors attached to the 
New York office is checking up the wavelength of an amateur 
operator's station, using a standard Department of Commerce 
wavemeter. The station license is on the wall and the opera-
tor's license in the frame to the left, both issued by the De-
partment of Commerce, is next to it. The revealing sign and 
crêpe on the burned-out transmitting tube tell their own story 
of the price the amateur pays for his hobby 

 
    Foreign vessels as well as those of United States regis-
try were then fast adopting radio telegraphy. No provision 
for intercommunication with vessels of different nationality 
existed. Briefly, radio communication up to 1912 was en-
tirely unorganized. The problems presented by the in-
crease in stations and the attitude of competing interests 
grew so menacing, that the Government found it imperative 
to interfere in order to protect its military signalling, and to 
gain some control over commercial traffic. Accordingly, an 
"Act to Regulate Radio Communication" was introduced 
and in due course of time became a law, in 1912. Among 
the various important provisions in this act was an article 
requiring all stations to intercommunicate regardless of the 
radio system employed. It was further provided that every 
radio transmitting station must be licensed by the Secretary 
of Commerce, and be operated only by operators exam-
ined and licensed by him. Certain technical limitations were 
placed on such stations, and in order that the law might be 
enforced, it was necessary to create a force of inspectors 
who would personally inspect each such station. It was 
found desirable to have these inspectors conduct examina-
tions to determine the qualifications of an applicant for a 
radio operator license. Nine radio districts were estab-
lished, with headquarters in the important industrial center 
nearest the central part of the district. 
 

WHERE   THE   INSPECTORS   ARE 
THESE nine districts, with some slight changes of head-
quarters as demanded by varying conditions, are the same 
to-day. The present headquarters offices are located in 
New York City, Boston, Baltimore, Atlanta, New Orleans, 
San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, and Detroit. A radio in-
spector, who was required to be a highly skilled technician, 
was assigned to each office, and in a few instances, assis-
tants were also provided where the duties were extremely 
heavy, such as at New York. A Chief Radio Inspector, with 
offices in Washington, presided over the nine districts, and 
still does. He acts under the direction of the Secretary of 
Commerce, through the Commissioner of Navigation. 
 

 
EVERY   RADIO   STATION   ABOARD   SHIP 

 
Has regularly to be inspected by the radio service of the De-
partment of Commerce. The inspector checks the wavelength 
adjustment of the transmitter, and tests the storage batteries 
which furnish auxiliary power in case of accident to the ship's 
generators. He also tests the telephone from the radio room 
to the bridge. At practically all ports of entry in this country, 
the Department of Commerce inspects each ship each trip it 
makes into that port. This service alone would keep a large 
inspecting staff busy, but in addition to ship inspection, the in-
spectors have to inspect amateur stations of a certain grade, 
commercial shore stations, broadcasting stations, conduct li-
cense examinations for amateur and commercial operators, 
and investigate violations of the radio laws. The ship being 
inspected is SS Maracaibo 

 
    At the time of the formation of this branch of the Gov-
ernment service, a radio inspector's duties were to inspect 
each radio transmitting station in his district periodically; 
hold frequent radio operator license examinations and 
conduct periodic examinations in the larger cities through-
out district. In 1913 but comparatively few shore stations 
existed, and not many vessels carried radio apparatus. 
Since he had a consequently small number of embryo op-
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erators to examine, a radio inspectors' duties were not ar-
duous. 
 
    Radio has grown steadily since the formation of this ser-
vice. Just prior to the war, practically every vessel of any 
size at all carried apparatus. There were numerous shore 
stations in each district. Thousands of amateur stations ex-
isted throughout the country. Many private concerns owned 
radio stations for communicating only between their vari-
ous plants and offices. All these stations were required by 
law to be inspected and licensed, and these tasks fell to 
the radio inspectors. An increase in the personnel was 
sadly needed but not forthcoming from Congress. The De-
partment of Commerce Radio Service was forced to strug-
gle along as best it might with the limited funds and per-
sonnel at its disposal, while radio was growing in impor-
tance and popularity daily. All this was before the inception 
of radio broadcasting. 
 

AND   THEN   CAME   BROADCASTING 
SHORTLY following the new start of commercial radio 
telegraphy in the United States at the close of the war, the 
results of experiments made with radio telephone systems 
for military signalling became public property. It was not 
long before a few radio broadcast stations appeared. The 
public were inclined to be a bit dubious at first, but almost 
overnight, the flame of popularity swept the country and the 
demand for radio apparatus and broadcasting service was 
phenomenal. Stations for transmitting entertainment, edu-
cation, news, etc., sprang up all over the country, and for 
each such transmitting station, thousands of receiving sets 
were installed. Under the law of 1912, all transmitting sta-
tions must be inspected and licensed. Each must be oper-
ated by properly licensed operators. These additional du-
ties were added to the radio inspectors' already heavy bur-
den. No provision was made in the 1912 law to cover radio 
telephone stations. The Radio Inspection Service had to 
draft suitable regulations to cover the new situation. A few 
additional inspectors were obtained through an emergency 
measure. 
 
    No sooner were the enormous problems, which the 
broadcast situation had presented untangled to some de-
gree, than a new menace made itself known in the flood of 
letters that began to pour into the district inspection offices. 
The public was becoming educated in the new science, 
and had discovered with some surprise and much indigna-
tion that there were other signals in the air than those 
emanating from broadcast stations. 
 

THE   PUBLIC   DISCOVERS   INTERFERENCE 
THE new listeners frequently had to contend with the code 
signals from near-by amateur stations, from ships and 
shore stations, and from high power transoceanic stations. 
An amateur radio station owner was a personality--
someone who could be readily visualized, whereas to a 
large number, the vessels, high power stations and the like 
were but a dim mental picture. The tide of public opinion 

turned against the amateur, for it was assumed that all in-
terference from code transmissions must come from him. 
There were about twenty thousand transmitting amateurs 
in the country, nearly three thousand radio equipped ves-
sels, and about fifteen hundred commercial shore stations 
scattered between the coasts. Those with broadcast re-
ceivers got a lot of interference. Broadcasting had been 
assigned wavelengths of 360 and 400 meters. 
 

When "Something Ought 
to be Done About Something" 

 
    Radio folk have gotten into the habit of writing to the 
Radio Supervisor in their district. The broadcast listener 
may have trouble with an interfering power line near by, or 
perhaps it is a neighboring code amateur whom they sus-
pect of high radio crimes and misdemeanors. Forthwith, 
he writes to the Radio Supervisor. If ships pound in over 
the loud speaker, or if static is excessive, the inspector 
hears of it. Many there are who have dealings with the in-
spector, and this article may help to make that person a 
bit more of an entity. Mr. Pyle has been an inspector him-
self. He was attached to the Eighth District Headquarters 
at Detroit for some time. The entire radio staff of the De-
partment of Commerce is rendering yeoman service to the 
country, and the magnitude of the task they are trying to 
accomplish with a pitifully small staff is not generally ap-
preciated. The Department needs adequate running and 
administration appropriations, sufficient to care for the 
enormous expansion of its tasks. These, Congress has 
steadily refused.--THE EDITOR. 

 
With amateurs on 200 meters, and ships on 300, 450, and 
600 meters, and taking into consideration the huge number 
of nonselective radio receivers (those subject to maximum 
interference) which were unloaded on an unsuspecting 
public, it naturally followed that the reception of the radio 
programs was not all that could be desired. The public was 
indignant. They did not propose to have their outlay ren-
dered useless if it could be prevented. Accordingly, letters 
of protest were the first step. The problem of where to di-
rect them was soon solved. Then, such a bulk of mail en-
tered the radio inspectors' offices that it appeared next to 
impossible even to begin to handle it. But the radio inspec-
tors rolled up their sleeves and "dug into it." It was soon 
found that by far the majority of letters dealt with interfer-
ence, real or fancied, from amateur transmitters. This 
called for individual investigations which entailed an unbe-
lievable amount of work. Due to the insufficient travel ap-
propriation provided, it was necessary to permit such com-
plaints to pile up until those from some certain territory be-
came exceedingly insistent and numerous, and then the 
radio inspector would proceed to that community, and by 
working all day and far into the night for several days, 
would get the tangle somewhat straightened out. Mean-
while, complaints from some other section would pile up 
and on his return there would be a goodly number of inves-
tigations to conduct in other sections. Between trips, and 
while actually traveling, it was also necessary that he in-
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spect ship and land stations and hold radio operator ex-
aminations. 
 

THE   AMATEURS'   TROUBLES 
THE amateur problem finally became so acute, that the 
amateurs themselves felt they were in danger of extinction, 
so strong was the flood of public opinion against them. In 
spite of their "splendid war" services and other contribu-
tions to the art, such powerful influences were brought to 
bear as to make their position extremely precarious. They 
accordingly, voluntarily established a "silent period" from 
seven to ten-thirty P.M. daily, when they would shut down 
their transmitters to enable the new listeners to receive the 
broadcast entertainment without interference. This in a 
way, was successful, but the interference from the few who 
would not fall in line with their more far-sighted brothers, 
and from other sources, made it necessary for the Depart-
ment of Commerce through regulation, to impose compul-
sory silent hours of from eight to ten-thirty P.M., local stan-
dard time, and during local church services on Sunday 
mornings, on all amateur stations. 
 

MORE   LABORS   FOR   THE   INSPECTORS 
IN NO time at all, a new flood of letters poured in. The 
amateurs were accused of violating the silent period provi-
sion of their station licenses, particularly in points remote 
from radio inspectors where they thought they would not be 
apprehended. Nothing for it but the radio inspector must 
extend his day four or five hours more, and arrange to lis-
ten in nightly in an endeavor to locate the offenders. Con-
gress would not appropriate funds for the necessary 
equipment, so, out of his own meager salary, the inspector 
purchased elaborate receiving equipment--often costing 
several hundred dollars--in order that he might efficiently 
serve his public. After a few weeks of such monitoring ser-
vice it was found that much of the interference came from a 
number of broadcast stations transmitting on the same 
wave. Accordingly, Mr. Radio Inspector was called into 
consultation with his Chief at Washington. New regulations 
were drafted, providing a re-allocation of wavelength bands 
for broadcast purposes. These covered the wavelengths 
from 222 meters to 545 meters, and a zoning system was 
worked out to provide the minimum interference between 
stations. 
 
    Returning to his office, the radio inspector with his insuf-
ficient clerical force, was faced with the task of explaining 
by letter to each broadcast station in his district the pro-
posed changes, and calling in the numerous licenses for 
amendment. Relief from inter-station interference was im-
mediate, but still the letters poured in, accusing amateurs 
of violations of quiet periods. Back to his receiver for Mr. R. 
I. And this time the problem had taken a new and more se-
rious form. American and foreign ships were causing a 
tremendous amount of interference, practically blanketing 
the entire country, with their transmittals on 300, 450 and 
600 meters. 
 

REAL   CODE   INTERFERENCE 
THE problem this time was very real. A quiet period could 
not be imposed upon commercial radio services to ac-
commodate those who wished to be entertained. Further-
more, radio was the only means of communication from 
shore to a vessel at sea. Recourse to the laws showed that 
the transmittals were within the requirements in every way. 
It was then decided to request the radio operating compa-
nies to have their vessels keep away from 300 and 450 
meters, at least between seven and eleven P.M. daily. An 
additional wavelength of 706 meters was provided for 
them, away from the broadcast band. Theoretically, this 
was ideal, the companies expressed their desire to 
coöperate and the individual operators going to sea used 
what they saw fit in regard to wavelengths available. Ac-
cordingly, practically no relief was noted. This was com-
municated to the complaining parties as fast as letters of 
complaint arrived. It was inconceivable, even to the most 
intelligent people, that a little vessel, tossing on the waves 
hundreds--even thousands of miles from their firesides 
could raise such havoc. It was so much more readily un-
derstandable how an amateur in the same town could 
cause the interference. Accordingly, the radio service was 
often accused of being in league with the amateurs against 
the broadcast listeners, or "BCL's" as they grew to be 
known. 
 

 
INSPECTING   A   BROADCASTING   STATION 

 
WEBJ, the Third Avenue Railway station in New York, being 
tested by a radio inspector from the New York, or Second 
Radio District. The wavelengths of all broadcasters are very 
carefully watched by the government inspectors 

 
DIPLOMACY   AMONG   THE   INSPECTORS 

THE radio inspectors then adopted new tactics. When a 
complaint against an amateur station was filed, the com-
plainant was requested to furnish the name and address or 
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official radio call letters of the offending station. Where they 
could do either, the amateur was directed by the inspector 
to get in touch with the complaining party and endeavor to 
come to some amicable agreement. Where call letters or 
names were lacking, the complainant was respectfully re-
quested to get this information before it would be possible 
to assist him. 
 
    Contrary to being a practical solution, letters from the 
amateur side began to increase. It was claimed that no un-
derstanding could be reached with the BCL's; they were for 
total elimination of the amateur. After such conferences, 
the amateur naturally went away in a "huff" leaving bad 
feeling on both sides. This often took more active form and 
many were the tales of amateur antennae cut down in the 
dead of night. It was a feud second only to some of the old 
Kentucky gunfights between the mountaineers. And be-
tween them both, fired at from both sides with no support, 
stood the radio inspector, sleepless and irritated beyond 
description, but still struggling to bring peace into this big 
new family that had been suddenly placed under his wing. 
 
    The flood of mail continued. Level headed, clear thinking 
business men made threats over their signature that they 
would be ashamed of in any other connection than radio. 
Fair-minded, ordinarily pleasant people became most self-
ish and bitter. 
 
    When all other methods had been exhausted and still 
the public clamored for relief, official Washington decided 
that a general conference of all representative radio inter-
ests might solve the problem. Accordingly the Supervisor 
of Radio at New York was directed to call such a confer-
ence. Representative men from the radio operating com-
panies and all those who were so connected were invited. 
The outcome of such an extended discussion was an 
agreement by the radio operating companies, to eliminate 
the 450 meter wave on-their vessels, accept the 706 meter 
adjustment in its stead, and to use 300 meters only as re-
quired by International regulation. 
 
    The rest given the inspectors was not for long though, 
for it was soon seen that in order for the broadcast stations 
to function properly and with little interference between one 
another, they must be maintained on their exact wave-
length. It again became necessary for the radio inspector 
to return to his monitoring of the air, this time to check the 
wavelengths of the broadcast stations and to notify those 
which had slipped from their assigned frequencies. This 
service proved so valuable, both to the broadcast stations 
and the listening public, that it is being maintained voluntar-
ily by the various district Supervisors who are devoting 
their entire evenings to such work in order that you may 
have better broadcasting. There is no additional remunera-
tion for this work, it is entirely voluntary. And remember 
too, that except in rare cases, where sufficient money 
could be "borrowed" from other office appropriations, the 
radio inspector has bought and paid for, from his own 

pocket, the receiving equipment which he uses for these 
measurements, and it is far more selective, far more costly 
than what you term a "good" broadcast receiver. It has to 
be. The devotion to duty of the men in the service is re-
markable. The writer will always be grateful for the year 
which he was privileged to serve among them. The salary 
is insignificant. Much more has been tendered the inspec-
tors by outside firms, but the majority prefer to stay and 
conquer your problems and to take such satisfaction as 
they may find in the fact that they are beyond a doubt do-
ing more to give you better radio than any other individual 
or group in the art. Think of them as human, and think 
twice before you write a hastily worded and sarcastic letter. 
 

  
W. D. TERRELL 

Chief Supervisor of Radio. Mr. Terrell is in direct charge of the inspection 
activities of the Radio Service, Bureau of Navigation, Department of 
Commerce. The country is divided into nine radio districts, each with its 
supervisor and inspectors. The task of administering the radio law has 
grown to tremendous proportions since the beginning of broadcasting in 
1920 

O. R. REDFERN 
Supervisor of Radio, 
Seventh District. With 
headquarters at Seat-
tle, Mr. Redfern has 
charge of radio affairs 
in Oregon, Washing-
ton, Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming, and the 
Territory of Alaska  

R. Y. CADMUS 
Supervisor of Radio 
for the Third Radio 
District. His office is in 
Baltimore and with 
some exceptions he 
has control of the 
states of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, and the District 
of Columbia  

C. C. KOLSTER 
Supervisor of Radio of 
the First Radio District 
at Boston, which 
comprises Maine, 
New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, 
and Connecticut 

 
(From Radio Broadcast, December, 1924, pages 289-294) 
 
 



SSIIGGNNAALLSS                                                                                                                                                                                  JJuunnee  22001122 

 8

Addison Airport -- Addison, TX  
(North Dallas suburb) 

Cavanaugh Flight Museum 
June 30 

 

 

  

  

Location:  

Cavanaugh Flight Museum 

4572 Claire Chennault 

Addison, TX  75001 

www.CavanaughFlightMuseum.com  

Click here for a map 

 
The aircraft is shown on final approach into Wittman Field in Oshkosh.  In the front you can 
see the spectacular view from the bombardiers seat.    Photo courtesy EAA and Brady Lane. 
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Date and Times: 

   Saturday    June 30      10:00am to 5:00pm 
 

Events: 

   Family Day at the B-29/B-24 Hanger. 

 
   FIFI Radio Dedication Ceremony, Cockpit Tours, Food 

Vendors, Music and fun for all ages.  
Costs: 

   $10 per adult.   Children 3 and under free. 

   $7 Seniors and military. 

   $5 Children age 4 to 12.     

   B-29 ride flights start at $595. 

 

Ride Flight Times: 

   B-29 will fly at 10:00am & 3:00pm on Saturday 

   B-29 will fly at 10:00am on Sunday  
A group of riders celebrate with the crew after their flight.  Kevin Hong photo. 

For more information on the "Living History" ride flights click 
here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
B-29 / B-24 Squadron     4730 George Haddaway     Addison, TX  75093 

Copyright 2012 by the Commemorative Air Force.   All rights reserved. 
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Rockwell-Collins 
Amateur Radio Club 
Mail Station 461-290 
P.O. Box 833807 
Richardson, TX 75083-3807 
 

 

  

TO:
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLUB STATIONS 
(972) 705-1349 

W5ROK    REPEATER 
441.875 MHz   +5 MHz Input 

131.8 Hz PL - RX and TX 

W5ROK-1  PACKET BBS  ROK Node 
145.01 MHz 

W5ROK-N1, W5ROK-N2 & W5ROK-N3 HSMM-
MESHNET Nodes 2.4 GHz 

 

 

Thursday, 28 June 2012 
1700 Social          1730 Meeting 

Methodist Richardson Medical Ctr 
At Bush/Renner/Shiloh Intersection 
Second Floor Conference Room 200 

 

NEXT SIGNALS INPUTS DEADLINE: 
  15 July 2012   

 
 


