/N
COLLINS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

T/
~ MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Richardson, Texas

Volume 46 Issue 03 Web Site http://Wwww.n5Ccxx.us December 2024

CARC
Membership Meeting

Tuesday 28 January 2025 5:30 PM

The Meeting will be at
Woodcreek Church
3400 E. Renner Rd, Richardson TX
(and via Zoom)

Show and Tell

Reminder —

There’s no regular
Club meeting in
December ...

Merry Christmas &
Happv New Year

Ten members attended the Collins Amateur Radio Club
Christmas Dinner Party held at Aboca’s Italian Grill in Rich- _
ardson on Tuesday, December 3rd. The food was great, as o LR
always, and, the fellowship was outstanding. A fun time (Continued on page 4)
was had by all. Here are a few snapshots of the folks who

attended —
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CARC LEADERSHIP

December 2024

the east side of the church building, with big signs by the
entrance door. Contact Janet Crenshaw, WB9ZPH at
972.302.9992. *** Online video testing via Zoom is, also,

secretary@n5cxx.us treasurer@n5cxx.us

I I

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN IMMED PAST PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT

Mike Montgomery |WD5TX Bill Fell KKs5PB| offered on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 1900. See
https://sites.google.com/site/wb9zph. ***

DrESIdem@nscxx'uf YRENSCxUS T Plano testing is on the third Saturday of each month, 1300

SECRETARY TREASURER hrs at Williams High School, 1717 17 St. East Plano.

JmBrown |  AF5MA] ] Mark Dempsky N5MD

Check Repeater 147.180+ for announcements.

Richardson The Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) VE
team hold license testing on the third Thursday of each
month at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church, 1220 West
Beltline Rd. Testing begins at 1900 hrs in room 12. Enter
through the Northern most door on the east side of the
church building. For further information contact Don Klick
KG5CK. 972.464.2889 or E-mail rwkhamtest@gmail.com.

Frank Krizan |KR1ZAN Bill Swan K5MWC
|
activities@n5cxx.us Director@n5cxx.us
| |
STATION TRUSTEE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Mike Montgomery | WD5TX Jim Skinner WBOUNI
trustee @n5cxx,us newsletter@n5cxx.us
MEMBERSHIP WEBSITE MANAGER
Bill Fell KK5PB Mike Hollingsworth | W50H

membership@n5cxx.us webmaster@n5cxx.us

VE SESSIONS

The Northeast Metro ARRL License Testing Group will
hold testing sessions on the first Monday each month (ex-
cept holidays) at the Garland Amateur Radio clubhouse in
downtown Garland TX, 1027B Austin St., Garland TX
75040 beginning August 2023. Time 6-8pm. All who want
to test for an amateur radio license are welcome. You will
need photo ID, FRN from FCC and $15.00 correct cash.
All forms, etc., will be provided by testing group. You can
reserve a seat by calling Kerry Weeks at 214.478.3230 or
email at weeks.kerry@gmail.com in advance of the test.

Dallas tests are held on the fourth Saturday of each month
at 1000 hrs. 13350 Floyd Rd. (Old Credit Union) Contact
Bob West, WABYCD 972.917.6362

Irving tests are held on the third Saturday of each month at
0900. Fifth and Main St. Contact Bill Revis, KF5BL 252-
8015

McKinney VE test sessions are held at the Heard Museum
the first Sunday of the month. The address is 1 Nature
Place, McKinney TX. The time of the testing is 1430, ending
no later than 1645. Note: no tests given on holiday week-
ends.

Garland in-person testing is held on the first Saturday of
each month and begins at 1000 sharp. Location is Freeman
Heights Baptist. Church, 1120 N Garland Ave, Garland (be-
tween W Walnut and Buckingham Rd). Enter via the north
driveway. A HUGE parking lot is located behind the church.
Both the parking lot and the Fellowship Hall are located on

SI1GNALS isthe monthly newsletter of the Collins Am-
ateur Radio Club, published by and for its members. The
entire contents of this newsletter are copyright © 2025 by
the Collins Amateur Radio Club. Permission is hereby
granted to any not-for-profit amateur radio publication to re-
print any portion of this newsletter provided both the author
and Collins Amateur Radio Club are credited.

President’s Message

Where has this year gone? It seems just yesterday that we
were starting 2024 and here we are just days away from
2025. Alot of progress has been made within the club: new
repeater, repeater antenna, the HF rotor has been repaired
(not yet installed.) Progress in my personal life as well —
my son will be graduating high school and will be heading
off to college this summer. Where has the time gone? As
2024 comes to a close, | hope that everyone has time to
reflect on the past year, enjoy time spent with family and
friends and look forward to the year ahead. | wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Until next month,

Mike Montgomery
WD5TX

Vice-President’s Report

Three members paid renewal dues this month. Five chal-
lenge coins were purchased at the general membership
meeting. Two challenge coins were presented to our
speakers (two) at the last general membership meeting.
We have 60 challenge coins in inventory currently. | will
have challenge coins available for purchase at $5 each at
the January general membership meeting. Officer candi-
dates for the 2025 year were nominated and elected by
unanimous vote. The 2025 CARC Officers are:

President Mike Montgomery, WD5TX
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Vice President Bill Fell, KK5PB
Mark Dempsky, N5SMD
Jim Brown, AF5MA
Bill Swan, KSMWC

Treasurer

Secretary

Immediate Past President
Membership Status:

Current Active Memberships = 53

Inactive Memberships = 22

Full Members = 38 (includes life and retiree members)

Associate Members = 15

New/renewed Members = 0

Members moved to Inactive Status = 0

Expired memberships awaiting renewal = 0

Continuing membership is important to the CARC. Through
the skills and experiences of all our members, our club pro-
vides fellowship, education, and service opportunities. If
you have questions about your membership status or other
membership-related questions, please contact me. Thank
you to all of our members for your support and contributions
to the CARC.

73, Bill, KK5PB

Secretary’s Report
19 November 2024

In the absence of President Mike Montgomery WD5TX and
Vice President Bill Fell KK5PB, Secretary Jim Brown
AF5MA called the meeting to order at 1750. Bill Fell, de-
layed in traffic, arrived late and assumed control of the
meeting before adjournment.

The meeting was in-person at our meeting site at Wood-
creek Church in Richardson, with Zoom access available.

The following were present:

Jim Brown AF5MA
Dennis Cobb WAS8ZBT
Wayne Collins RISYOQ
Mark Dempsky N5MD
Gene Duprey K1GD
Bill Fell KK5PB
Mike Ketchum K5MDK
Frank Krizan KR1ZAN
Jim Skinner WBOUNI
Kerry Weeks K5WKS
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Milt Withers AD5XD
Two others logged in via Zoom:

Bill Swan K5MWC

Clarence Sebesta K5YO

Recognition of Members Present, New Members and
Guests

All members and guests present were asked to introduce
themselves. There were no new members.

Officer and Committee Reports

The Vice President’s and Secretary’s reports were pub-
lished in the November 2024 CARC Newsletter; the Treas-
urer’s report is available on the Members Only page of the
CARC website and was presented in the meeting by Treas-
urer Mark Dempsky N5MD. No clarifications or updates to
these reports were offered at the meeting.

Old Business
There was no old business.
New Business

Election of Officers. The following slate of officer candi-
dates for Club Year 2025 was prepared by Vice President
Bill Fell and presented by Secretary Jim Brown:

President: Mike Montgomery WD5TX
Vice President: No candidate
Secretary: Jim Brown AF5MA
Treasurer: Mark Dempsky N5SMD

Director-at-Large / Immediate Past President: Bill
Swan KEMWC

No additional candidates were offered from the floor.

A quorum was confirmed. Kerry Weeks K5WKS moved to
approve the slate by acclamation; Frank Krizan KR1ZAN
seconded. The slate was approved unanimously. Bill Fell
has agreed to continue in his current role as Vice President
until a successor can be identified.

Winter Field Day (24-25 Jan 2025). Frank Krizan summa-
rized currently-identified alternatives for CARC Field Day
operations. Since Collins Aerospace has indicated it may
fence the campus parking area, it is not clear whether the
Club can operate there using a trailer or RV. The alternative
would be operations within the Club radio room. An informal
poll indicated that about four members would participate.

Announcements

CARC Christmas Dinner. Frank Krizan reviewed the
schedule for the Christmas dinner at Aboca’s ltalian Grill
and circulated a sign-up sheet for the event. Members were
asked to submit emails to indicate their intent to attend.
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Annual Meeting Reports

The November meeting is designated as the Annual Meet-
ing. A key part of this meeting is a comprehensive review
of actions taken and results achieved by the CARC during
the past year. A brief sampling of topics addressed at the
meeting is shown below:

Programs. Frank Krizan summarized the broad range of
presentations offered over the year, including:

ARRL night with Steven Lott Smith KG5VK
An update on Cycle 25 by Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA

A first-person overview of Columbia Shuttle recovery
efforts by Bill Fell KK5PB

A review of AMSAT engineering projects by Jonathan
Brandenberg KF5IDY

A discussion of six-meter DXing on the “Magic Band”
by Jim Wilson K5SND

A discussion of contesting by Eric Silverthorne NM5M
and George Perkins N5UI

CARC Field Day 2024 Results. Five participants operating
from the Club radio station logged 1662 QSOs and
achieved a final score of 5380.

CARC Drive Home Net. Operations continued through the
year with good participation and performance improvement
through repeater upgrades.

CARC Radio Room Restoration. The radio room equip-
ment suite in the Collins Aerospace facility was re-installed
and returned to operational status through efforts by a
CARC team led by Jim Skinner WBOUNI.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1833, followed by a discus-
sion led by Frank Krizan to collect members’ observations
on Club priorities and goals.

Minutes of CARC Board of Directors Meeting

10 December 2024

Vice President Bill Fell KK5PB conducted the meeting in
the absence of President Mike Montgomery WD5TX. The
informal pre-meeting workshop began at 1920 via Zoom.

The following Board members logged into the meeting:
Bill Fell, KK5PB, Vice President
Jim Brown AF5MA, Secretary
Mark Dempsky N5MD, Treasurer
Bill Swan KEMWC, Immediate Past President
One non-voting CARC member also logged in:
Frank Krizan KR1ZAN
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The pre-meeting workshop was a general discussion of a
number of subjects. Topics discussed included:

Presentations Scheduled for 2025. Frank Krizan
KR1ZAN provided an overview of upcoming programs
and dates. All but two months have planned activities.

Woodcreek Room Assighments. Woodcreek
Church has provided a schedule of room assignments
for CARC 2025 meetings.

Repeater Status. Following recent upgrades, the
trustee for the CARC repeater needs to update our
registration with the Texas VHF FM Society to reflect
current capabilities, including D-STAR. This has been
communicated to Trustee Mike Montgomery WD5TX.

Winter Field Day. Options had included operations
from a trailer or RV in the Collins Aerospace parking
lot. Since the Club is now aware that Collins is plan-
ning to fence the campus parking lots, this may no
longer be viable. No decisions were made.

Need for Replacement for CARC Programs Chair-
man. Longstanding Programs Chairman Frank Krizan
restated the need to select his replacement in the very
near future. Most programs for the coming year are in
place, allowing for a smooth transition.

Need for numbering system for Club motions.
Mark Dempsky N5MD encouraged adoption of a num-
ber system to allow tracking of Club motions against
funding actions. Jim Brown AF5MA agreed to incorpo-
rate this in future meeting minutes.

Formal Board Meeting. No formal meeting was declared.

The workshop was adjourned at 1955.

Cniseinng Oinpes

{Continued from page 1.)




1. Clarence Sebesta, K5YO, won the $50 HRO gift certifi-
cate.
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2. Katy Brown won the BIG PRIZE of $100 HRO Gift Certif-
icate. Katy. Katy graciously gave the certificate to Jim Skin-
ner to be used toward a new HF antenna.

3. Kerry Weeks, K5WKS, was the winner of the “Ham”
coasters.
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4. Rose Skinner won a $25 gift certificate to Aboca’s.
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5. Bettye Weeks, K5BTY, was the winner of a $25 HRO gift
certificate.

December 2024

8. And Mark Dempsky, N5MD, won the final door prize of a
Yaesu ball cap.

ARRL Student Membership

Free Student

Membership

(aged 21 years or
younger*)

FREE

% ARRL

” The National Association for

www.arrl.org/join

Amateur Radio*
*Additional restrictions apply.

Search Is On for a New Activities Chairman

Life situations change, and | must regrettably announce
that | will not be able to continue as Activities Chairman be-
ginning in 2025.

The job of Activities Chairman primarily involves arranging
for monthly speakers for our Club meetings and encourag-
ing teams to participate in operating activities. | have han-
dled the job of lining up speakers since 2018 and won'’t be
able to beginning in early 2025, so it is time for someone to
step in and accept this important task.

Programs are already lined up for 2024 (yes, there are a
couple of TBDs, but I’'m waiting for confirmations from po-
tential presenters). By the time we get to 2025, half or more
of the months will be lined up, too.

The sooner someone can step up and accept the job of Ac-
tivities Chairman, the sooner | can work with that person in
learning the ropes. It's not that hard and is very satisfying.

If you'd like to discuss the job with me, email me at
frank@krizan.org or call 214-563-6679.
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Selar Storms Mee

Priving Farmers Grazy

[This article courtesy spaceweather.com, December
10, 2024]

Planting season is a hectic time for farmers. For many, it
means working through the night using GPS-guided trac-
tors to plant thousands of acres in a short period of time.
The season was in full swing on May 10, 2024, when the
biggest solar storm in decades struck Earth.

"Our tractors acted like they were demon possessed," says
Elaine Ramstad, a Spaceweather.com reader and aurora
chaser who helps out on a family farm in Northern Minne-
sota. "All my cousins called me during the May 10th storm
to tell me that 'my auroras' were driving them crazy while
they were planting.”

Northern Lights over Elaine Ramstad's cousin's family beet
farm on May 10, 2024

Modern farmers rely heavily on GPS. Guided by satellites,
smart tractors can work around the clock, seeding perfectly
straight rows with precise amounts of seed and fertilizer.
When harvesting time comes, the tractors can return to ex-
actly the same spots to pick the crops.

This kind of precision agriculture has become widespread.
"l would guess 80% or more of all farmers in the Midwest
use at least basic GPS for something--whether it's auto-
steer or yield mapping,” says Ethan Smidt, a service man-
ager for John Deere. "At least 50% of all farmers are VERY
reliant on GPS and use it on every machine all year long."

7
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Solar activity poses a growing problem for farm-tech. Dur-
ing big solar storms, a layer of Earth's atmosphere called
"the ionosphere" fills with bubbles, waves, and turbulence,

which severely distort radio signals from GPS satellites.
Sometimes tractors and harvesters can't lock on, which
stops them in their tracks. Or the signal may be garbled,
causing them to juke back and forth.

- Ay

Crooked rows in lowa caused by a solar storm.

May 10th wasn't the end of it. Tractors went off-course
again during the autumnal storms of Oct. 6th and 10th.

Ramstad was helping her cousins defoliate sugar beets on
Oct. 6th when her tractor started acting up: "As the aurora
activity began, my GPS was off by close to a foot. Twice
while on Autosteer, the tractor danced a row to the left, to
the right — and then the defoliator was off a row, so | had
to loop around and start over. By nightfall, there was no
controlling the Autosteer."

Indiana farmer Michael Spencer had a similar experience:
"This fall was the first time | was able to see the aurora. My
hair was standing on end from the beauty, however, it did
make the John Deere tech dance. When the storms were
strongest around Oct. 7th, my tractor's Autosteer system
would ‘'jump the line'--meaning, the tractor would make a
quick jolt left or right and | would have to manually reset.”

A beet defoliator--an example of massive hardware thrown
off course by solar activity.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ionosphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equatorial_plasma_bubble
https://angeo.copernicus.org/articles/36/1057/2018/
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/phenomena/ionospheric-scintillation
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It doesn't take an historic solar storm to cause problems.
While the May 10th storm was a rare and extreme category
G5, storms in October were much more common category
G3 and G4 events. All of them sent massive pieces of hard-
ware off course.

NASA says that Solar Maximum has arrived, and it could
last for another 1 to 2 years, confusing tractors again in
2025 and 2026. Stay tuned for more crooked rows.

Japan Launches First
Wooden Satellite

[This article courtesy the AMSAT News Service, Weekly
Bulletin of December 1, 2024]

Japanese researchers launched the world’s first wooden
satellite, LignoSat, into space, marking an ambitious step
toward exploring the viability of timber for lunar and Martian
construction. This pioneering satellite, developed collabo-
ratively by Kyoto University and Sumitomo Forestry, was
sent to the International Space Station aboard a SpaceX
mission from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center on November
4, 2024. Once at the ISS, LignoSat will be released into or-
bit approximately 400 kilometers (250 miles) above Earth.

LignoSat, a 1U-sized CubeSat, carries an Amateur Radio
mission that will extract callsigns from the FM packet data
signals uplinked, and respond to them by using the CW
downlink with their call signs.

An educational mission is to educate students to learn
about the characteristics of the satellite by acquiring its
housekeeping data such as the internal temperature, the
strain of the wooden structure, and the Earth’s magnetic
field and calculating the rotational direction and rate of the
satellite as well as observing the effect of the space envi-
ronment on the wooden structure.

December 2024

The satellite, whose name derives from the Latin word for
"wood," is a compact, palm-sized structure. LignoSat’s mis-
sion is to demonstrate the potential of wood as a sustaina-
ble and durable material for space exploration. Takao Doi,
a former astronaut and a current researcher at Kyoto Uni-
versity, expressed that using timber could pave the way for
constructing habitats that support human life and work in
space indefinitely. “With timber, a material we can produce
by ourselves, we will be able to build houses, live, and work
in space forever,” Doi said.

Doi’s team is working under a 50-year vision of building tim-
ber structures on the Moon and Mars, planting the seeds
for future space-based infrastructure. The researchers
opted for Honoki, a type of magnolia tree native to Japan
traditionally used for sword sheaths, after conducting a 10-
month experiment on the ISS. Honoki proved its resilience,
leading to its selection as the core material for LignoSat.
The satellite was constructed using a traditional Japanese
craft technique without screws or glue, showcasing innova-
tion steeped in heritage.

One of LignoSat’s key roles in its six-month orbit will be to
measure the endurance of wood against extreme space
temperatures, which oscillate from -100 to 100 degrees
Celsius (-148 to 212 degrees Fahrenheit) every 45 minutes
as the satellite shifts from sunlight to darkness. The
onboard sensors will also monitor how well wood mitigates
space radiation’s impact on semiconductors, information
that could be pivotal for designing data centers and other
space-based structures. Kenji Kariya of Sumitomo Forestry
emphasized the cutting-edge nature of this research, noting
that despite appearing old-fashioned, wood could be inte-
gral to future space technology.

The environmental benefits of using wood in space are sig-
nificant. Unlike conventional metal satellites that produce
polluting aluminum oxide particles upon re-entry, wooden
satellites would disintegrate more cleanly in Earth’s atmos-
phere. “A wooden satellite burns up with much less pollu-
tion compared to metal ones,” Doi stated. This feature could
be an advantage as the space industry grapples with sus-
tainability and the proliferation of space debris.
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The team behind LignoSat is optimistic that their experi-
ment could spur wider adoption of timber in space explora-
tion. Doi even hinted at the potential for future partnerships,
saying, “If we can prove our first wooden satellite works, we
want to pitch it to Elon Musk’s SpaceX.” The successful de-
ployment of LignoSat could mark the beginning of a new
era where traditional materials meet advanced space tech-
nology, reinvigorating the timber industry and pushing the
boundaries of sustainable innovation in space exploration.

A downlink on 435.820 MHz has been coordinated for CW,
4k8 GMSK AX25 telemetry and FM. More info at
https://space.innovationkyoto.org/amateur-radio-opera-
tors/

[ANS thanks Kantaro Komiya and Irene Wang, Reuters, for
the above information.]

At Peace with

by Mike Weir, VE9KK
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At the beginning of November, | posted regarding the jour-
nal | was going to start regarding my RFI. | wanted to log
ideas to try, results from the ideas and detailed records of
the RFI. In the past, it was scribbled on a paper here and
there and when needed to refer to | could not find the notes.
This was a great help and allowed me to track what did and
did not work.

| then blogged on December 1st regarding ferrites | had
purchased. They were bought and arrived in mid-November
and | had a chance to give them a go. Now in my post on
the ferrites, | did mention | purchased a brand called Fair-
Rite, which | felt where a very good brand. | wanted to make
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the first test for this product an easy access one. | have
mentioned in the past our electronic Maytag washing ma-
chine always had issues with RF from my operating. When
| transmitted the washers would stop and just hummed. If
the machine was not being used but still plugged in and |
transmitted all the LED lights would come on and it would
start to buzz. The only solution while operating was to turn
off the power to the washer. In the past, | tried some snhap-
on chokes from MFJ and put them on the washers AC
power cord, which did not work. | snapped on 2 of the Fair-
rite chokes and to this day | have had no issues at all with
the washing machine. The machine can sit there powered
on or doing a load of laundry and no issues at all.

That was a very promising sign to me and | was thrilled to
see such positive results. Back to my RFI journal. The only
issue | was facing was my contest program N1MM+ while |
was transmitting would freeze. | was not able to transmit a
contest reply and that would prove frustrating. After a short
time the program resumed but that could be 3 seconds, 30
seconds or a PC reboot. The other issue was my N1IMM+
programs logging screen would go black and sometimes
the whole program had to be rebooted for it to work again.
| felt I had narrowed down the issue to my ground leads. |
have 3 of them, the Icom 7610, LDG autotuner and the PC
metal frame. Each of these 14 gauge green ground wires is
fastened to a copper plate where the main ground is se-
cured. | wound the ground wire 4 times through a clamp on
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the Fair-Rite toroid and also on the incoming number 6
ground cable (I put 3 snap-on ferrites on that as there was
no way to wrap that size of cable). | spent the whole week-
end on the radio in the CQ WW DX CW contest on all bands
and full power. | did not have one issue at all. Since then, |
have taken part in CWops and MST weekly one-hour con-
tests without issue again. My fingers are crossed that | have
found the right ferrite for the job.

[This article courtesy of Mike Weir, VE9KK, Saturday,
December 7, 2024,

https://ve9kk.blogspot.com/2024/12/i-am-at-peace-
with-rfi-gods.html]

RadioGrams

Made Easy!

ARRL Asks Hams to Send Radiograms via Web

Inarecentissue ofthe NTS Letter, the ARRL encouraged

amateur radio operators to utilize the Radiogram portal on
the web to submit messages to friends and family.

While plenty of NTS volunteers are standing by ready to
relay Radiograms, there's a need from hams to send mes-
sages:

“We have had approximately 70 applicants author-
ized to become “radiogrammers” and we are very
grateful for their offers of help, but they would really
benefit from more messages to generate and re-
lay”, said Marica Forde, KW1U, Editor of The NTS
Letter.

Sending Radiograms helps volunteers hone their skills in
preparation for emergencies.

[Our thanks to Amateur Radio Daily
(https://daily.hamweekly.com/2024/12/arrl-seeks-use-
of-radiogram-via-web/) and the ARRL for this article.]

CARC Community Service Activities

Siren Testing Dennis Cobb WA8ZBT and Jim Skinner
WBOUNI participate in the Richardson outdoor warning si-
ren testing. The December 2024 test was cancelled due to
cloudy weathr. The sirens are monitored by amateur radio
operators and reports made using the Richardson Wireless
Klub (RWK) repeater at 147.120 MHz. Siren testing occa-
sionally uses the University of Texas at Dallas (UTD) re-
peater at 145.430 MHz, as backup. The Garland Siren
Tests were also cancelled.
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Crime Watch Patrol Jim Skinner WBOUNI patrticipates in
Richardson Duck Creek Crime Watch Patrol (CWP). CWP
members, after successful completion of Richardson Police
Department training, patrol their neighborhoods and report

LOOKING

AHEAD

Here are the meetings we have lined up for the rest of 2024.
We have a number of open slots in 2025, so if you'd like to
give a presentation or have a suggestion, send your ideas
to frank@krizan.org.

And, here’s what we have so far in 2025:

Jan 25/26 - WINTER FIELD DAY

Jan 28 - Show & Tell Night

Feb 25 - ARRL Night

Mar 25 - "Is D-Star Proprietary" - Cory Golob, KU1U

Apr 22 - "Working the EasySats on the Cheap!" - Frank Kri-
zan, KR1ZAN

May 27 - Field Day Overview

Jun 24 - Field Day Final Plans

Jun 28/29 - FIELD DAY

Jul 22 - Ice Cream Social/Field Day Results
Aug 26 - TBD

Sep 23 - TBD

Oct 28 - “fldigi - the Ham’s Digital Toolbox” - Frank Krizan,
KR1ZAN

Nov 18 - Annual Meeting/Elections
Dec 9 - CARC Christmas Dinner - Aboca's Italian Grill
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Upcoming Events

Daily

Daily

Daily

Tuesdays

1st Wednes-
day

2nd
Wednesday

DFW Early Traffic Net (NTS) at 6:30pm 146.88 —
PL 110.9Hz

DFW Late Traffic Net (NTS) at 10:30pm 146.72 -
PL 110.9Hz

Texas CW Traffic Net at 7:00pm on 3541 KHz and
at 10pm on 3541 KHz www.k6jt.com

Collins ARC Drive Home Net. 442.8 (+5) MHz,
PL=110.9 Hz (K5QHD repeater), 5:30-6:00pm (no
net 4t Tuesday.)

Richardson Emergency Siren Test. At noon using
the Richardson Wireless Klub (RWK) repeater at
147.120 MHz.

ARES North Texas HF Net Every month—3860
KHz at 8:30 pm—9:30pm

22

4-5

18-20

DECEMBER

Rookie Roundup--CW. Mission is to encourage
newly-licensed operators (“Rookies”) in North
America to operate on the HF bands and experi-
ence competitive Amateur Radio operating. Ex-
perienced operators (“Non-Rookies”) are
strongly encouraged to participate and help new
operators — either on the air or in person. Objec-
tive: Rookies exchange information with as many
other stations as possible on the 80, 40, 20, 15,
and 10 meter HF bands. Details at
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup.

JANUARY

Straight Key Night This event is dedicated to
celebrating our CW heritage. Participants are en-
couraged to get on the air and simply make en-
joyable, conversational CW QSOs. The use of
straight keys or bugs to send CW is preferred. No
points are scored and all participants are win-
ners. Operation is from 0000 through 2359 UTC.
Details at www.arrl.org/straight-key-night.

RTTY Roundup Objective: Amateurs worldwide
contact and exchange QSO information with
other amateurs using digital modes on 80, 40,
20, 15, and 10 meter bands. Any station may
work any other station. Stations may be worked
once per band, regardless of mode. Operation is
from 1800 Saturday thru 2400 UTC Sunday. De-
tails at http://www.arrl.org/rtty-roundup

JANUARY VHF Objective: For amateurs in the
US and Canada to work as many stations in as
many 2 x 1 degree Maidenhead grid squares as
possible using authorized frequencies above 50
MHz. Stations outside the US & Canada may
only work stations in the US and Canada. Oper-
ation is from 1900 Saturday thru 0359 UTC Mon-
day. Details at http://www.arrl.org/january-vhf
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Received images can be uploaded to the ARISS SSTV gal-
lery at https://ariss-usa.org/ARISS SSTV/.

Source: ARISS

Need another Badge or Coffee Mug?

-\

COLLINSAMATELR RADIO CLUN
S e

Jim

AFS5MA

Order from The Sign Man of Baton Rouge at: d (I . -
https://www.thesignman.com/clubs/collinsarccart.html \i The A mateu r’s Code

by Paul M. Segal, WIEEA (1928)

The Radio Amateur is:

CONSIDERATE - never knowingly operating in
such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

GOi n U s 0 n Tu eSd ayg : LOYAL - offering loyalty, encouragement and

support to other amateurs, local clubs and the
American Radio Relay League, through which

= Amateur Radio in the United States is represented
0 r e o I ns : nationally and internationally.
\ I PROGRESSIVE - with knowledge abreast of

= :
D rlve H o m e N et z science, a well built and efficient station, and
: operation beyond reproach.
A FRIENDLY - with slow and patient operation when
] M 2
5 .30 p m 441 .875 M H Z : requested, friendly advice and counsel to the

beginner, kindly assistance, co-operation and

consideration for the interests of others. These are

+5MHz, PL=131.8Hz

BALANCED - Radio is an avocation, never

interfering with duties owed to family, job, school

(No Nets on Meeting Nights) @ o communiy.
] . PATRIOTIC - with station and skill always ready for
i Logs now available on_n5cxx.us website i : service to country and community

SSTV from 1SS

Holiday SSTV Experiment from the Interna-
tional Space Station

ARISS will be conducting an SSTV
experiment from the International
Space Station (ISS) beginning De-
cember 25th and running through
January 5th.

Officially titled Expedition 72 - ARISS

Series 23 SSTV Experiment, inter-

ested listeners can receive SSTV im-

ages in PD120 mode from the ISS on 145.800 MHz. There
will be 12 different images in the series coming from
callsign RSOISS.

12


https://www.ariss.org/
https://mastodon.hams.social/@ARISS_Intl/113675674266553106
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https://ariss-usa.org/ARISS_SSTV/
https://mastodon.hams.social/@ARISS_Intl/113675674266553106
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CDXA Periodic Table of Contests - 2024

December 2024

| January | February | March | April | May | June | July | August | September| October | November| December |
6 | R ] [ [ cs 6 | CS
RTTY RAC Canada ARRL -
Roundup SSB Day 160M
1800 0000 0000 2200
13 138 [ cs 7 [ 0D
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1800 1200 0000 1800
20 | s | 20 B ] s 14 ] cs
NAQP - CQWW - ARRL -
SSB VHF SSB 10M
1800 1800 2100 0000
20 | CSRD 4 c 5 ] € 20 | r B ] C 8 | cs
ARRL - |NA Sprint - Stew Perry | NAQP - NAQP - |NA Sprint - CQWW -
VHF cw RTTY RAC Winter
1900 0000 1800 0000
% ] ¢ 0 [ R 10 R [ 8 [ ¢
- COQWW int -
Ll C::OM T NARS]!’TI';“ RSGB IOTA Sw;;é"?
20 6000 5000 1300

17 c
ARRL DX -

7 | R
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1200

30 S

[ 22 | R |

NA Sprint -
SSB

CowWw
WPX - SSB
0000

2 | R |
NA Sprint -
RTTY

0000
28 R

LEGEND
GOLD = Major Contest= 10 points
Blue = QS0 Party = 7 points
Pink = DX Contest = 5 points

c=cw 5=558 e, :
R = RTTY D= Digital RTTY
0000
paTE T 1 | CSRD [*Mode
NAQP <—Contest Name
1200
Fstart Time
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/N

COLLINS AMATEUR
\/\\\"/// RADIO
CLUB

Richardson, Texas
www.N5CXX.us

3200 E Renner Rd
Mail Station 461-290
Richardson, TX 75082

TO:

NSCXX D-STAR SETTINGS:

441.875 MHz, PLUS OFFSET (5 MHz) -- DR mode
Set for Local Mode -- CQCQCQ

Set RPT1 as NSCXX..B (replace periods with spaces)
RPT2 is NOT USED; some radios or software require
something in this field, so use NSCXX..B or N5CXX..G
(again, replace the periods with spaces)

The NSCXX D-STAR repeater operates only in local mode
at this time. There is no Gateway. We hope to have a con-
nection to the D-STAR network in early 2025.

The NSCXX Repeater is Mixed Mode. The incoming Mode
determines if FM Analog or D-STAR.

December 2024

CLUB STATION PHONE
TBD

N5CXX REPEATER
441.875 MHz +5 MHz Input
131.8 Hz PL - RX and TX

N5CXX-1 PACKET BBS COL Node
145.05 MHz

NS5CXX-N1, NSCXX-N2 & N5CXX-N3 HSMM-
MESHNET Nodes 2.4 GHz

Membership Meeting
Tuesday 28 January 2025 5:30 PM
THE MEETING WILL BE AT
Woodcreek Church Richardson TX

NEXT SIGNALS INPUTS DEADLINE:
=>=>=> 17 January 2025 €€ €
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